
PALMERTOWNSHIPRECREATIONBOARD
MARCH18, 2014 7:30PM.  

TheregularmonthlymeetingofthePalmerTownshipRecreationBoardwasheld
onTuesday, March18, 2014 at7:30p.m. withthefollowinginattendance:  
ChairmanBillWebb, ViceChairpersonCherylNielsen, membersTomLee, Jeff
VincentandLiamBrohan.  AlsopresentwasParks & RecreationDirectorDan
McKinneyandSupervisorLiaisonBobSmith.  Webbcalledthemeetingtoorder
andaskedforpubliccomment.  

VictorScomilliowaspresentalongwithhiswifeMollyandsonLuccaaswellas
otherparentsandsonsforanAA/LaCrosseissue.  Scomilliowasthespokesperson
forthegroupandwasrequestingtheRecreationBoardtoapprovethereleaseof
fiveplayersfromthePalmerLaCrosseprogramsotheycouldjointheEaston
program.  HestatedtheyinformedtheAthleticAssociationinJanuarythatthey
wantedthisrelease.  Therehavebeenproblemslastyearwiththe commissioner
throughoutthesportseasonandalltheparentsweregoingtogototheAAmeeting
todiscussthisbutwastoldpriortothatmeetingthattheAAhadalreadymade
theirdecisionofnotallowingthisrelease.  Theparentsfeeltheywerenotableto
givetheirsideoftheissueandthattherewasnodiscussionwiththem.  Scomillio
statedoncetheyweremadeawareofthisonefamilywasabletosignuptheirson
forthePalmerprogrambutanotherfamilywastoldregistrationswereclosedand
theywerenottakinganymoreplayers. CityofEastonhasopenregistration.. There
isnocompetitionbetweenPalmerandEastoneveniftherewouldbeanyplay-offs
soPalmerwouldnotbeplayingEastonatanytime.  Scomilliostatedallthese
familieshavebeeninvolvedinPalmersportsandwillcontinuetodosowithother
sports butwouldliketomovetoabettersuitedprogramfortheirchildrenfor
LaCrosse.   WebbstatedtherulesbytheLeagueclearlystatestherecannotbea
releasegiventogotoanothermunicipalityandnotedasinthepastPalmerhasnot
issuedreleases.  ThisisnotanissueforthisBoard, itisanAthleticAssociation
issueandweneedtoanddosupporttheAthleticAssociationdecision.   Scomillio
statedheknowstherehavebeenreleasesapprovedforothersports.  Recreation
Boardisnotawareofthis.      



Brohan – reiterated – therewasafamilythatwasdeniedregistration?  Scomillio
statedyes, onefamily.    

LeeaskedifanyonefromtheAAaskedwhattheissueswereandScomillio
respondedtheydidn’thavetheirtimetodiscussthisattheAAmeetingsono, no
oneaskedwhattheproblemsweresonooneknows.  

SmithintroducedhimselfandstatedobviouslythereisaproblemwithLaCrosse
commissioner, thesefamiliesandtheleaguerules. Palmercoachesand
commissioners and alwaystrytoinstalledtherulesandPalmerprideintothe
players.   Heisveryconcernedifweopenthedoorforthisitwillbeopenedfor
everysport.  Wheredowedrawtheline?  Scomilliostatedthesituationbetween
himself, thesefamilies, theplayersandthecommissionergotsopersonalthatthey
neededtoseekthisrelease.   Smithstatedthisdefinitelyneedstobecheckedinto.   
HealsostatedthatthetownshipneedsapersonlikeVictorinourcoaching
program.    

MarkWells – statedtherewereaccusationsmadedirectlytoplayersandfeelsasa
parentthisisadecisionthattheymustmake, whatisbestfortheirchild.  Their
sonplaysothersportsforPalmerandlovesit.   Regardlessofwhattherulesare
whatarethebestinterestoftheplayers.  Hefeels parents reservetheright to
choosewhotheywanttocoachtheirchild.  

MikePhillips – hascoachedsportsthroughoutthePalmerprogram.  Heinformed
theBoardthatthepresentfootballcommissionerhasstatedthathewouldgranta
releasetoanyoneseekingone.  Whycanyouinonesportandnotanother.  Smith
statedhedidn’tknowifthiseverybeingdoneandifthiswasarequestitwould
havetogothroughtheproperchannelslikethisrequest.  Phillipsstatedtherewere
playersthatwenttoEaston.  Smithstatedtherecouldbecertaincircumstancesthat
approvedthisandPhillipsstatedthereareheretoo.    SmithfeltthisBoardandthe
AAshouldgettogethertofindoutwhattheissueswereandwhytheAAmadethe
decisionthattheydidwithouthavingadiscussionwiththepeopleinvolved.  



Nielsenaskedwhy theydidn’tcomeandvoiceconcernslastyearwhenthiswas
goingon.   Scomillionotedhedidnotvoicehisconcernswithcommissionersince
itwasagainsthimandtheplayers.  

Webbaskediftheyresearchedintoanyotherplaceforthemtoplay.  Oneparent
statedotherplacesareveryexpensive.  

StephanieShuppstatedtheyhavebeeninvolved inPalmersportsandwill
continuetodosobutaskedwhytheywerebeingheldback, whybeingdeniedthis
release.  Weareallinthesameschooldistrict.    

WebbinformedallthattheRecreationBoardwillspeakwithAAforinformational
purposesonly, nottomakeanyotherdecisionasthisBoarddoesnothaveany
powertodoso.   

McKinneyaskediftherewasanyformalgrievanceproceduresandBrohanstated
yesthereisasectionintheAABy-Lawsthatcoversthis.  

DaveDiSoroaskedwhytheparents, RecreationBoardandAAcan’tgettogether
anddiscussthis.  Likeanopenforum.    

WebbstatedthatwasagoodideabutthenextRecreationBoardmeetingisn’tfora
month.  

Vincentaskedifthereasontheplayerswantedtoleavewassolelyduetothe
commissioner, andhewasleaving, whydidyoustillwantleave.  Thereisanother
commissionerbeingsoughtatthistime.  Scomilliostatedthepresentcommissioner
wasstillonboardforthisseason, thenewcommissionerwouldn’tbeinvolved
untilnextyear.    

Boardmembersstatedtheirchildrenmayhavetosufferforoneyearbynotplaying
untilthereisanewcommissioner.   Thisboardcannotdoanythingwitharelease.    



Throughoutdiscussiontonightitwasstatedthatthereareplayersfromoutsideof
PalmerTownshipthatareplayinginsomeofoursportingprograms.  Thiswillbe
addressedimmediately.  

Boardthankedeveryonefortheircommentsandconcernsandwillfollowupwith
theAAonthisissuebutreiteratedtherewillnotbeachangeinthedecisionbythe
AAthatthisBoarddoesnothaveanypowerovertheAAonthesedecisionsand
thatwehaveasportingprogramforPalmerresidents.  

Ordinance – McKinneystatedhedidnotreceiveanyfeedbackfromanyBoard
membersontheproposedordinancethathedistributedlastmonth.  Heis
recommendingthatthisbeapprovedandforwardedtotheBoardofSupervisorsfor
finalapproval.  OnmotionbyVincent, secondedbyLee, andagreedbyall, the
BoardrecommendedfinalapprovalofthenewParksandRecreationOrdinanceby
theBoardofSupervisors.    

Fieldrequests – McKinneywantstomakesuretherearenoconflictswiththeAA
sportswhenreservinganyofthetownshipfields.    

BethelMemorialChurchisrequestingtwoorthreenightsatLaBarrePark.   
Unfortunatelythetownshipisnowusingthisfieldsincegirls’ T-BallisnowatOld
OrchardPark.  TheteamsthatusedOldOrchardarenowusingLaBarre.   
McKinneywillcheckKeystonefieldsforthem.    

AtlanticStates – PhillipsburgteamisaskingtouseKeystoneField.  Boardfelt
representativesofthesetwoleaguesshouldgettogetherandfigureoutifthereare
anyopentimesandthereshouldbesometypeofcompensation totheVeterans
Leaguesincetheymaintainthisfield.    

SeniorBaseballLeague – McKinneyhadarequestfromanadultbaseballleague
thatwouldliketouseoneofourfields.  Throughdiscussionitwasdecidedthatwe
don’thaveanyroomforthisleague.   

Tourofpark – McKinneyfeltthistourwasveryproductivebutwarneditisavery
preliminarystepastowherewewanttobe.  Wehavetobetothefinalstepby



AugusttogetthelisttotheBoardofSupervisorsforbudget.  Hefeltthereshould
beasub-committeetogooverlistandprioritizeitandreportbacktothisBoard.    
Thebigquestioniswhatdoweactuallyhave asfarasfieldsandcourtsandwho
useswhat.  Therearemulti-purposefieldsthatareneededaswellassoccerfields.   
Wehavemanybasketballandtenniscourtsthatnewonesarenotneeded.  
OneitemthatisdefinitelyneededinPalmerisadogpark.  Thereisagreatspotfor
oneatRiverviewParkbetweenthetwobikepaths.  Theonlynecessitywouldbe
waterandthelinesarerightattheparkandcouldbeextendedtothisarea.   

Smithshowedasketchofanewfieldhouseanddiscussedallthepossibilitiesit
canbeusedfor.  Willgetthistoeveryonetomarkupandgivecomments. Thisis
longoverduebuteveryoneknowsthecostwillbeveryhigh.  

Nielsenstatedthelevelingoftheground betweenthecommunitycenterand
footballfieldneedstobeputonlistandweneedtogetthemulti-purposefieldsto
grade.   

WebbdiscussedwhowantedtobeontheSub-committee – Vincent, Lee, and
BrohanalongwithMcKinneyandBobSmith.  

Webbfeltthefieldhouseshouldbeontopofthelist.  Thiswouldgetallsports
equipmentinoneplace.  Alsotheremaybegrantmoneyforadogpark andalso
forthelistwouldbetopurchasematrackswhichhavebeenneededforyears.  

Fieldsignsforlightingrevenue – WebbaskedthatthisbesenttotheBoardof
Supervisorsasarecommendationthatthisbeallowed.  Hehasfiguredoutthat
signsonthefieldscouldbringin $22,500ofrevenue.  Thiswouldbeforeachfield.   
Theadvertisingsignswouldbeputuponlyduringtheseason, notyear-round.  He
recommendsthismoneybeearmarkedforlightingoffieldsandanymaintenance
thatwouldbeoverandabovewhatthebudgetsareusedfor.  Someoneneedsto
findoutwhowillberesponsibleforgettingadvertisers.   OnmotionbyWebb,  
secondedbyBrohanandagreedbyall, theBoardrecommendedapprovalbythe
BoardofSupervisorsofsignagebeingallowedontownshipfieldsforreviewfor
fieldimprovementsandlightingwithanannualfeetobedeterminedandthatthe
signswillonlybedisplayedduringthesportsseason.    



AAReport – Vincentstatedthespringseasonreadytostart.    

EggHunt – Nielsenreportedthatthecandyhasbeenorderedandtheyareinthe
thprocessofstuffingtheplasticeggs.  TheeventisscheduledforFriday, April18 at

10a.m. atPalmerSchool.  Pleasebethereby8:30tostarttheprocess.  

Football/multipurposefield – Therewasdiscussiononwhoisallowedtousethe
multi-purposefieldatthePalmerComplexandifitistobebypermitonly.  The
townshipneedstowatchthewearandtearonthisfield.  Itdefinitelyneedstobe
usedandplayedonbutnotforadultorganizedteams.   Boardhasnoproblemwith
agroup ofkidswantedtoplayonitbutwithitbeingfencedinitcoulddeter
peopleplayingonit.  Boardfurtherdiscussedifitshouldbeposted “usebypermit
only” andifanout-of-town- groupshoweduptoplaywouldthissigndeterthem
fromplayingandtearingupthefield.  Smithnotedthatthereisasprinklersystem
thatgoesonperiodicallyandnoonecanbeonitduringthattimeandforatime
periodafterwardsduetothewetground.   Afterdiscussionitwasmotionby
Brohan, secondedbyNielsen, andagreedbyall, therecommendtotheBoardof
SupervisorsthatthetownshipapprovecertainfieldsinPalmerbepostedthatusage
isbypermitonlyasdesignatedbytheParksandRecreationDepartment.  Thiswill
thengivethepolicedepartmentsomethingtogobyifagroupisplayingonafield
withoutpermissionandisaskedtoleave

Director’sreport –  

rdMiracleLeague - May3 isopeningdayfrom10:00a.m. to4:00p.m.  

AflyerwassentouttoallPalmerresidentswithPalmerPoolandPalmerCamp
informationsinewehavenothadanewsletterandthisisacriticaltimeforthese
twoevents.  

Poolsnackbar – McKinneyinformedtheBoardthatthesnackbarwillberented
outforaseparatecompanytorunthisyear.  Hehasreceivedproposalsforthisand
willmakearecommendationshortlytotheBoardofSupervisors.  



DevelopmentofCommunityCenter – McKinneyinformedtheBoardthatthereis
someoppositionforthedevelopmentoftheoutsideareasofthecommunitycenter
whichwasreviewedatthelastmeeting.  TheseresidentswillbeattheBoardof
SupervisorsmeetingonTuesdaynightifanyoneisinterestedinattending.   

Septembermeetingminutes – OnmotionbyNielsen, secondedbyBrohanand
agreedbyall, theminutesoftheSeptembermeetingwereapproved.  Pleasenote
thatthemembersonthe2014BoardwerenotontheBoardfor2013sothese
minuteswereapprovedwithmembersofthenewBoard.  

Februarymeetingminutes – OnmotionbyNielsen, secondedbyLee, andagreed
byall, theminutesoftheFebruarymeetingwereapprovedaswritten.   

OnmotionbyNielsen, secondedbyLee, andagreedbyall, themeetingwas
adjournedat9:20p.m.  

DianeGrube, Corr. Sec.  


