
PALMERTOWNSHIPRECREATIONMEETING
February21, 2012

TheregularmonthlymeetingofthePalmerTownshipRecreationBoardwasheldaton
Tuesday, February21, 2012at7:30p.m. withthefollowinginattendance:  ChairmanJeff
Young, ViceChairmanBillWebb, TreasurerBobJohnson, SecretaryCherylNielsen,  
members RickBulette andDanMcKinney.  MarcKnoxwasnotpresent. Alsopresent
wasSupervisorLiaisonBobSmith. Youngcalledthemeetingtoorder.  

APPROVALOFMINUTESOFJANUARY - OnmotionbyWebb, secondedbyNielsen,  
andagreedbyall, theminutesoftheJanuarymeetingwereapprovedaswritten.   

TREASURER’SREPORT – Johnsonreportedthattherewerenochangestothereport
thatwassentfromthetownship.  OnmotionbyMcKinney, secondedbyWebb, and
agreedbyall, thetreasurer’sreportwasapprovedasreceived.    

PUBLICCOMMENT/CORRESPONDENCE –  

thBethelMemorialBaptistChurch – EasterSunriseService – Sunday, April8 – Fairview
Park – YoungreadaletterinregardstotheEastersunriseService.  Thisisaneventthat
theyholdatFairviewParkeveryyear.  OnmotionbyNielsen, secondedbyWebb, and
agreedbyall, theBoardapprovedthechurch’srequestfortheuseofFairviewParkfor
EasterSunriseService.    

thFirecrackerRun – Wednesday, July4 – startsat8a.m. atFairviewPark – 4milerun –   
YoungreadarequestfromtheFamilyYrequestingtheuseofFairviewPark, thebike

thpathandthepavilionfortheirannualFirecrackerRunonJuly4 – Theirinsurancehas
beensubmittedandtheywillcontactthePoliceDepartmentaswellasSuburbanEMS.   
Theyhad290runnerslastyear.  Thepavilionwasreserved.  OnmotionbyNielsen,  
secondedbyWebb, andagreedbytheBoardapprovedtherequestfromtheFamilyYfor
theirannualrun.   

PalmerVeteran’sLeague – JimNolascoandJohnKerbaughwerepresentforpermission
tousetheKeystoneandTracyfieldsagainthisyearfromMondaysthroughFridays,   
April1toAugust31 – 5:30todusk.  Theirinsurancewasalreadysubmittedtothe
township.   Youngaskediftherailroadtieswereremovedandnooneknewyet.  Nolasco
statedhemetwithScottandBobbyattheendoftheseasontodiscussworkthatshould
bedonepriortotheirseason.  NolascoreceivedacallfromDianestatingthereisno
moneyinthebudgetthisyearforfieldrepairsandiftheywantedinfieldmixtheywould
havetopurchaseitthemselves.    Henotedtheyhaveawaterproblemaswellasthegrass
infieldproblem.  Theissuewouldbetakingthegrassoutwouldcreatemoredustandthat
wouldbeaproblemwiththeneighbors.  HeassuredtheBoardthatthemanthatdragsthe
fieldswetsthemdownandreallyhowmuchmoredustcouldtherebesincethereisn’t
muchgrassnow.  Heaskedifitwasokayiftheydidtheworkthemselves.  BobSmith
andYoungstatedheshouldtalktoTomAdamsaboutthis.  Boardfeltitwasagoodidea
aswellasasafetyissue.    Feewouldstayatthe $75perteamandtheyhave9teamsin



theirleague.    TheFridayswouldbeopenandthedonothavetournamentsanymore.   
TheyaskedforFridaysjustincasetheyneedamakeupday.   OnmotionbyWebb,  
secondedbyNielsenandagreedbyfive, Johnsonabstainedashehadjustarrived, the
BoardapprovedtheuseofthefieldsforthePalmerVeteran’sLeagueasdiscussed.     

BethelMemorialBaptistChurch – Asst. PastorDanielCook – SoftballFieldRequest –  
ReverendCookwasinattendanceaskingforafield, onedayaweek, Mondaythru
Thursdayfrom6:30to8:00.  TheirgamesstarttheendofAprilandrunthroughtheJuly

th4 week.   Youngnotedtheytriedtogetafieldforthemlastyearbutitdidn’tworkout.   
HewilltrytoworkoutatimeatLaBarreParkforthem.  Youngwillhavehisscheduleby
midMarchandgetintouchwithhim.    Youngaskedwholinedthefieldsandwhatbases
didheuse.  Youngcansupplythebasesforthem.  Thisistheirchurchparishionersfrom
ages15towhoeverwantstoplay.  Theyplayotherchurchgroupsanditwouldn’tbe
everyweekbecausetheygotothedifferentfields.  Thefeewasdiscussedanditwas
decidedthattheyshouldpaya $75feefortheuseofthefields.  Cookthankedeveryone
andwillwaittohearfromYoung.  

Baseball – Johnsonreportedthatsignupsaregoingonnowbutitisveryslow.   
RegistrationhasbeenextendedandJuniorLegionputonhold.  Theyareallowedto
freezetheirpositionforoneyearwithoutapenalty.  Coachingstaffisbeingworkedon.   
DaveMessingerisgettingorganizedfortheseason.   HecommendedMalloryforthe
greatjobsheisdoingasfarasthecommunicationsforthesignups.  Everyoneis
questioningthestatusoftheflyersintheschool.  Nielsenisstillworkingonthis; she
hasn’theardanythingyet.  

thEggHunt – EggHuntisbeingheldonFriday, April6, 10:00a.m. atPalmerSchool.   
Rainplaceisthecommunitycenter.  Setupstartsat8:30andhelpisneeded.  Nielsen
sentalettertoJustBornandreceivedananswerthattheywillbedonatingcandyforour
egghunt.  Sheorderedenoughcandyfor600plustheextrawegetfromJustBorn.  The
agegroupthatusuallyusedthefootballfieldwillbemovedduetotheconstruction.    

Maintenance – Smithreportedthathe, TomAdamsandChrisChristmanmetwithTurf
USAatthePalmerComplextoseewhattheirsuggestions/proposalwouldbeforthe
footballfield.  Therewillbetestdigsonfootballfield.  Henotedthereisn’tasmuchtop
soilastheythought.  Henotedthat4to6weeksafterthesodissetitcanbeplayedon.   
Thenewstorageshedwillbeinstallednextweekandwillbeplacednexttotheendofthe
onebuilding.   

Softball – Youngreportedthatsignupsarealsogoingonandveryslow.  Hopefullythe
schooldistrictwillallowtheflyerstobepassedoutthroughtheschools.  Henotedthey
wouldbeusingjustFairviewthisyear.  Labarrefieldisusedforleagueandpractice.  

Wrestling – Webbreportedthattheseasonisoverandtheywontheirdivisionthisyear.   
Equipmentisintheprocessofbeingreturned.  



stLaCrosse – WebbreportedthatsignupsaregoingonandtheywillstartonMarch1.      

FieldHockey – Bulettereportedthatthingsaremovingalong.  HehasspokentoTodd
andeverythingisgoingwell.  

thCommunityCenter – McKinneyreportedthatthecircusiscomingtotownonMarch25
thanditwillbeindoorsthisyear.  TheCatsshowisApril25 andanotheroneinDecember

andaGreatDaneshowinJune. Henotedthesearegoodmoneymakersforthetownship.  

stPool – McKinneynotedtheextendedgettingouttheregistrationuntilMarch1 toseeif
theycangetthenewsystemupandrunning.  Ifnottheywilldoitwiththeoldonefor
thisyear.    

MiracleLeague – McKinneyreporteditisofficialthattheCalRipkinFoundationis
involvedwiththeMiracleLeaguenow.  Thedonated $50,000andhavebeentakingover
someofthefundraisingandotherduties.  Everyonewantstoknowwhentheconstruction
isgoingtostart.   HestatedtheyhopetohaveanansweronThursday.  Thisfieldwillbe
totallyfencedinandreportedthattheFoundationisgoingtoconstruct50fieldsacross
thecountryandwearethefirstone.  

NewBusiness –   

YoungbroughtupthePalmerParksandRecreationPlan.  Thisissomethingthatneedsto
beupdatednextyear.   Hefeelsthisplanshouldincorporatetheworkingsofthe
CommunityCenterasfarasrecreationisconcernedandshouldalsoincludeall
policies/procedures/agegroupsforeachsportandthesportseasons.  Everyoneagrees
thatthisisthebestplacetohaveeverything.  Haveonedocument/planthatincludes
everythingthetownshipneedstohaveonrecreation.      

TheBoardthendiscussedarequestthatiscomingnextmonthfromthesoccer
commissionertostartsocceratages4and5.  Theydohave6yearoldsnow.  McKinney
informedtheBoardthathewascontactedbyJoeOlahandtheyfeelthatthatthisshould
beaddedtotheprogramthatPalmerrunsandnotaprogramthroughtheCommunity
Center.      

McKinneystatedtherehasalwaysbeena4-5agegroupsoccerleagueheldatthe
CommunityCenterandtheyhaveexpandedthisprogramtoinclude6and7yearolds.   
ButeveryonehastorealizethatmanyofthekidsarenotfromPalmer.  Thisisagood
programforthekidsaswellastheCommunityCenter.  Thefeeis $90perchildwhichis
agoodmoneymakeralso.  Theyprobablyhave120signupsfornextyear.   Therehas
beensomeconfusionforPalmerpeoplebecausetheyseethatthereisasoccerprogram
yearroundandthinkitisthroughtheAA.  McKinneydidstatetheydoholdtheir
programduringthepalmersoccerseasonandstatedthismayhavetobechanged.  Of
coursethenwhathappenstotheplayersthatarenotPalmerresidents?  Johnsonhasa
problemwith “competition” duringin-seasonsports.  Hefelttheprogramdidnothaveto
bedropped, justdonehaveitduringthesameseasonwiththesameages.   McKinneyhas



absolutelynoplansfor “competition” withthePalmersports.  Thisissomethingthatwill
havetobediscussedwithChuckRomfoduringtheMarchmeeting.   Arepresentativeof
theAAshouldbeattendingthesemeetingtoanswerquestions.  Someoneshould
definitelybeherenextmonthtoreviewthisissue.  Ithastobedeterminedwhatisan
organized” sportforPalmeraswellastheagegroupsandthesportsseason.  Thisis

somethingthatthe2-2-2committeeneedstoworkon.  Thiscommitteeneedstoget
together.  TheRecreationBoardrepresentativestotheAAwillpresenttheguidelinesto
theAAonThursdaynightandletthemknowthatthiscommitteewillbemeetingat6:30
onthedayoftheRecreationBoardmeetings.  Oncethesportseasonisendedthe
programshouldbeundertheCommunityCenter’sjurisdiction. Thisisnotjustasoccer
situation.  Itcouldrunwitheachsport.  Smithhadmanycommentsandquestionsaswell.    

DaveDumpelwaspresent, notrealizingRomfowillbeattheMarchmeetingsohedid
getintosomediscussionandnotedthattheU6programisdefinitelyneededsomewhere.   

TheRecreationBoardneedstogettheParksandRecreationPlancompleteandgetit
approvedbytheBoardofSupervisors.  TheAAcangivesomeinputonthisbutitisa
RecreationBoardproject.  

Youngnotedthereweremanyissues/commentstothinkaboutforthenextmeeting.  

OnmotionbyJohnson, secondedbyBulette, andagreedbyall, themeetingwas
adjournedat9:20p.m.  

DianeGrube, Corr. Sec.  


