
PALMERTOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC MEETING - TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2016 - 7: 00 PM

PALMER TOWNSHIP LIBRARY COMMUNITY ROOM - 1 WELLER PLACE, PALMER, PA

The May meeting of the Palmer Township Planning Commission was held on Tuesday, May
10, 2016 at 7:00 p. m. with the following in attendance: Robert Blanchfield ( Chairman), Robert

Lammi ( Vice Chairman), Tom Grube, Richard Wilkins and Jeffrey Kicska. Also in attendance
were Zoning Officer James Raudenbush, Engineer Ralph Russek, Attorney Charles Bruno, 
Attorney Ryan Fields and Supervisor Liaison Jeffrey Young. Chairman Blanchfield opened
the meeting by leading those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 

Chairman Blanchfield informed the Commission the Board of Supervisors had appointed a

new member, Robert Walker, to the Commission. Walker has been involved with Palmer for

many years and will be a big asset to us in this new capacity. 

1. Minutes of April 2016 Public Meeting

Motion: Approve, Moved by Robert Lammi, Seconded by Thomas

Grube. Passed. 5 -0. Commission Members voting Ayes: Blanchfield, Grube, 
Kicska, Lammi, Wilkins

OLD BUSINESS

2. Werner Enterprises Training & Maintenance Facility - Preliminary/Final
Subdivision and Land Development Plan

1460 Tatamy Road - K8 -5 -2

PO /IP District

Request by Werner Enterprises, Inc. 

DISCUSSION

Blanchfield recommended that the Commission review the Conditional Use

Request first since this would be the stepping stone to the land development
plan. All were in agreement with this. 

After lengthy discussion on the Conditional Use application, the Commission
moved to table the plan until such time as the applicant submits a traffic study
receives necessary information and review from PennDOT. 

Motion: Tabled, Moved by Thomas Grube, Seconded by Richard

Wilkins. Passed. 5 -0. Commission Members voting Ayes: Blanchfield, Grube, 
Kicska, Lammi, Wilkins

NEW BUSINESS

3. Conditional Use Application - Trucking Terminal Use and Building Height in
PO /I P District

1460 Tatamy Road - K8 -5 -2
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PO /IP District

Request by Werner Enterprises, Inc. 

DISCUSSION

Present for this application were Attorney Joseph Fitzpatrick, Paul Szewczak of
Liberty Engineering and Randy Kraft of Werner Enterprises. Fitzpatrick reviewed
the conditional use application and highlighted what they were proposing which
would be a 67,005 Sq. Ft. tractor - trailer training and maintenance facility. The
maintenance portions of the operation would operate 7 days a week/24 hours a

day. Training /education and business functions would operate 7 a.m. to 5 p. m., 5
days a week and 7 a. m. to noon on Saturdays. At present they were anticipating
40 employees with expansion in the future. They meet and exceed the required
parking spaces necessary. Fitzpatrick strongly expressed that this use is not a
trucking terminal. He stated that all truck traffic would be directed to travel north
on Tatamy Road to the Rt. 33 interchange. There would not be any traffic
traveling through any residential developments. There would be absolutely no
distribution and /or swapping of product in the trailers from one to another. There
would be no docks built on this site. Stormwater management would be on -site

as well as off -site but would not be a problem. As far as fire safety, they have all
necessary provisions for this, there are no public health hazards. He stated that
there have not been any changes as far as the use since they first came in
months ago. Mr. Kraft reviewed the conditional use submission and read from

the Zoning Ordinance 190 -13 which references truck terminals. He also

stressed that this is not a terminal but is a training and maintenance facility and
that there would be no handling of large amounts of materials for loading and /or
unloading. Trucks could come in with loads which would be left at the terminal
and another driver would come in and pick it up, but never swapping loads to
other trailers. Drivers could stop here to freshen up, get a review on driving, get
additional training, do classroom work, or get maintenance done on their trucks. 
They would not have any beds for overnight sleeping but they would have an
area with lounge chairs to relax for the night. 

Fitzpatrick stated that if the Commission and /or Board of Supervisors determine

that this is a trucking terminal there are restrictions which would dampen the
chances of this lot being used for this applicant. They are asking for a
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors that this is not a trucking terminal. 
He stated he feels they have presented enough evidence that proves they are a
training /maintenance facility

Blanchfield asked what the status of the traffic study was as this was a very large
and important part of this application. Their Traffic Engineer Peter Terry
responded that they are waiting for PennDOT's review of their proposed trip
analysis and were told they would have something in 20 days. Terry noted he
was having problems with this study because since they are not a trucking
terminal he had to figure out how to create the study as far as intersections and
traffic. PennDOT wanted studies submitted from other Werner facilities. There

wasn' t definite data that was able to be submitted as this is a proto -type project. 

He looked at the trips from their property north to Main Street as well as west to
Rt. 33. 
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