
PALMERTOWNSHIPPLANNINGCOMMISSION
PUBLICMEETING – JANUARY13, 2015 – 7:00P.M.  

PALMERLIBRARYCOMMUNITYROOM

ThereorganizationalmeetingofthePalmerTownshipPlanningCommissionwasheld
onTuesday, January13, 2015at7:00p.m. withthefollowinginattendance: Robert
Blanchfield, TomGrube, RonGrandinettiandRichWilkins. Alsoinattendancewere
PlanningDirectorCyndieCarman; SolicitorCharlesBruno, EngineerRalphRussekand
SupervisorLiaisonJeffYoung. ChairmanBlanchfieldopenedthemeetingbyleading
thosepresentinthePledgetotheFlag.  

1.  MinutesofPublicMeetingofNovember2014

OnmotionbyGrandinetti, secondedbyWilkins, andagreedbyall, theminutesofthe
November2014meetingwereapprovedaswritten.  

2. Reorganization – ElectionofOfficers

ChairmanBlanchfieldturnedthemeetingovertoTemporaryChairmanCharlesBruno
whocalledfor nominations forChairman. OnmotionbyWilkins, secondedby
Grandinetti, RobertBlanchfieldwasnominatedforChairman. Nominationswereclosed
onmotionbyWilkins, secondedbyGrandinetti, andagreedbyallandRobert
BlanchfieldwasdeclaredChairmanfor2015. Brunothenturnedthemeetingbackover
toChairmanBlanchfieldwhocalledfornominationsforViceChairman.  

OnmotionbyGrube, secondedbyGrandinetti, RobertLammiwasnominatedforVice
Chairman. NominationswereclosedonmotionbyGrube, secondedbyGrandinettiand
agreedbyallandRobertLammiwasdeclaredViceChairmanfor2015.  

OnmotionbyWilkins, secondedbyGrandinetti, DianeGrubewasnominatedfor
Secretary. NominationswereclosedonmotionbyWilkins, secondedbyGrandinetti,  
andagreedbyallandDianeGrubewasdeclaredSecretaryfor2015.   

OLDBUSINESS

3.  FreemansburgAvenueZoningPlan
DiscussionofUpcomingPublicMeeting

TheCommissiondiscussedtheupcomingcommunitymeetingthatisgoingtobeheld
onMonday, January26at7:00p.m. atSt. Andrew’sChurchonFreemansburgAvenue.  
Everyonefeltthiscommunitymeetingisaverygoodideaforthepublictoattendanda
greatopportunityforeveryonetodiscusswhatishappeningalongFreemansburg
Avenue. FlyershavebeensentouttopropertyownersthatfrontFreemansburgAvenue
aswellasadjoiningpropertyowners. Itwasnotedthattherewillbenodecisionsmade



oractiontakenatthismeeting, butratheritisachancetointeractwiththeproperty
ownersandheartheiropinions.   

BlanchfieldnotedthatwearelookingattheFreemansburgAvenuefromBethlehem
TownshiptoHobsonStreet. Theproposalscurrentlyathandaretocreateanew
NeighborhoodCommercialdistrictfromMineLaneRoadtoGreenwoodAvenueandto
createanewoverlaydistrictfortherestofthecorridor. Heaskedthateveryoneplease
reviewtheordinancefortheRoute248OverlayDistricttomakeyourselffamiliarwith
whatwedidforthatarea. WealsodidtheWilliamPennHighwayOverlayDistrict.   

Blanchfieldstatedthepurposeofthecommunitymeetingistohaveeveryonegivetheir
commentsandopinions, whichtheCommissioncanthenreviewanddiscuss. Hewill
open themeetingandintroduce everyone,lthenturnthemeetingovertoCyndie
Carmanwhowillreviewwhatalreadyexistsandwhatisallowedalongthisroadwayand
whatcouldbeproposedasfarastypesofcommercialestablishmentsand/ordifferent
zoningdistricts. Carmanfeltitwasgoodtohavethepropertyownersgivetheiropinion
astowhattheywouldliketosee.   

TheCommissionaskedCarmantoobtaininformationfromPennDOT ofanyfuture
planstheywouldhaveforFreemansburgAvenue and ifshecouldobtainBethlehem
Township’soverlaydistrictordinanceaswellasany trafficstudiestheymayhave.  
CarmanpointedoutthatitislikelyPennDOTitselfdoesn’thaveanyplansfor
improvementsbutthattheywouldrequireimprovementsasnewdevelopmentis
proposed.  

TheCommissiondiscussedsomeoftherequirementsofourordinance. Ouroverlay
districts allowofficeuseswithinexistingresidentialstructures. Someoftheexisting
structuresareolderhomes/buildingsthatwouldneedexcessive renovations or
additionstomeetbuildingcodesforabusiness. Thedistrictsalsorequirebufferingand
fencingbetweenacommercialorofficeuseandaresidentialproperty. Weshouldallow
flexibilityonthefencingifthereareexistingtreesthatalreadyprovideshieldingfrom
lights.  

CarmanpointedoutthatformostoftheFreemansburgAvenuecorridortheexisting
zoningisMDR, exceptthatwestofStonesCrossingthesouthsideoftheroadiszoned
LDR. BrunodiscussedwhatisbeingdoneinBethlehemTownshiptothewest. When
thisareaisbuiltout, PalmerTownship maygetalotofthattraffic. Ifthecorridoris
becomingcommercialinBethlehemTownship, whynotthesameinPalmer, sowe
couldbringinmoretaxmoneythatwouldbenefitourowncommunity. Maybeaproperty
ownerwouldbeinterestedinhavingabusinesspurchasetheirhome. Whateverisdone
needstobebasedongoodplanningreasons.  

Youngreadaloudthepurposeofthe248overlaydistrictandthendiscussedsomeof
theobjectives. BrunonotedthemaincorridorsforbusinessesinPalmerTownshipare
Route 248, William PennHighwayandFreemansburgAvenue. Withthetownship
almostbuiltoutthisistheopportunitytomakethemostofthecommercialareas on



FreemansburgAvenue. Youngstatedhetotallydisagreesandfeelstherearepocket
areasavailableinPalmerbutwewillneverhavewhatBethlehemTownshiphastothe
west.   

CarmannotedLANTAhasaplantoimplementnewrapidtransitbusroutesandthat
oneofthefuturerouteswouldtravelFreemansburgAvenuebetweenBethlehemand
Easton. Theywillbeveryinterestedinwhathappensalongthiscorridor.   

BlanchfieldstronglyurgesallCommissionmemberstoattendthecommunitymeeting
andtoreviewtheirnotesfrompreviousdiscussions.  

NEWBUSINESS

4. PalmerTownshipZoningMap

CarmanpresentedtheTownship’sexistingzoningmapandnotedthatithasnotbeen
updatedsince2003. Shehascorrectedandaddedallzoningamendments thathad
beenapprovedbytheBoardofSupervisorssincethen. Thiswouldneedtogotothe
BoardofSupervisorsfortheiradoption. Shewouldliketoseethisbeupdatedyearly, if
necessary. OnmotionbyGrube, secondedbyWilkins, andagreedbyall, the
CommissionrecommendedapprovalbytheBoardofSupervisorsoftheOfficialZoning
MapaspresentedtoreplaceandsupersedetheexistingOfficialZoningMap.   

PLANNINGDIRECTORCOMMENTS

5. AnnualReport

Carmandistributedthe2014AnnualReporttoeveryone. Shestatedtheyarerequired
tosubmitareportannuallytotheBoardofSupervisorsontheiractivityfortheprevious
year. Thereportaspreparedcoversplanning, zoningandpermits. Onmotionby
Wilkins, secondedbyGrandinetti, andagreedbyall, theCommissionapprovedthe
submittedannualreport.   

6. OneLehighValleyReport

EveryonereceivedacopyofthereportfromtheLehighValleyPlanningCommissionto
review. Carmanencouragedeveryonetogothroughitastherearetopicsveryrelevant
towhatwereview.  

TherebeingnofurtherbusinesstocomebeforetheCommissionthemeetingwas
adjournedat8:15p.m. onmotionbyGrube, secondedbyWilkins, andagreedbyall.  

DianeGrube, Secretary




