
PalmerTownshipESC – MeetingMinutes
EnvironmentalSteeringCommittee June27, 2012 (Rev. 9/9/12)  

Attendees:  TomGanssle, RobReese, ChrisBriglia, CindyOatis, TomDittmar, JohnBalas, NancyNicholas, TerryCooper,  
RobNatkie

Meetingopened 7:00PM

ApprovalOfMinutes May23, 2012minutesapprovedwithrevision.  

Guests:   ChrisCaras (Mascaro)  

HaulerReport:   1) ChrisCarasmentionedthatoneofthetruckswasleaking. Hesaidthatitcouldhavebeenduetothe
heavyrainandthatthetrucksarecleanedregularly. (2) CindyO.  mentionedthattherewerecontainersdispersedon
propertiesandsomecontainerswerenotpickedup. (3) CindyO. commendedChrisC. forhisgoodserviceinhandling
issuesverywell. (4) CindyO. alsomentionedthatthissituationwouldhavebeeneliminatedifpick-upwereautomated.  
5)CindyO. commendedChrisC. forshowingdisciplinaryformsforemployeeswhodonotfollowtherules. (6) TomD. asked

ChrisC. ifhenoticedalargeamountofrecyclablematerialsinthetrash. (7) ChrisC. saidthatthereisgoingtoberecycling
materialintrashandthatithappensineveryTown, notjustPalmer. (8) TomD. mentionedseeingalotofrecyclingmaterial
mixedinwithtrash. (9) ChrisC. mentionedacompanywhoacceptselectronicequipment. TomD. mentionedBestBuywill
acceptupto32” screenTV’s. HealsosaidthatAERCwillacceptelectronicsandthatStaple’sisalsoacceptingsome
electronicitems. (10) CindyO. mentionedelectronicsdisposaleducationforthepublicandthatanarticleshouldbewritten
fortheFallnewsletter. (11) TomG. saidhecouldwritethearticle. (12) RobR. alsomentionedputtingthearticleinwiththe
EASWAandSewerbills.  (13) JohnB. mentionedcurrentdisparitiesregardingexactlywhatelectronicdevicesareaccepted.  

RecyclingCoordinatorReport:   1) CindyO. saidsheattendedtheTownshipBOSmeetingandthatshestressed
automation. (2) Fullautomationispreferredbuttheissueisaffordability. (3) CindyO. saidsheispreparingagrantapplication
for $250,000.00forautomatedpick-upcontainers. (4) CindyO. mentionedthatthebidspecificationshavebeenrevisedand
approvedforpartialandfullautomationandwouldinclude:  [2] pick-up’sforwhitegoodsperyear; quarterlybulkgoods
collectionsandpick-upoutsideofthescheduleddatescanbecoordinatedwiththehauler; one [1] collectionofyardwaste
andresidentsmayarrangeforpick-upsoutsideofthatschedulewiththehauler; Christmastreecollectionwillremainasis.  
5)  CindyO. favorablymentioned “Cascade” and “Toter” brandcontainersfortheirdurability, stackabilityandcolorrange. (6)  

RobN. suggested2differentcolorsforthecontainers. Healsomentionedthatthecolorsshouldbeabletobedifferentiated
inthedarkbythepick-upcrew. (7) TomD. suggestedblackandblue. (8) RobR. suggestsgrayandgreenforthecontainers.  
9) CindyO. inquiredaboutdifferentcoloredlids. (10) RobN. theproblemwiththelidsisthatyouwouldneedalotofextras

becausetheyarethefirstthingthatbreaksonacontainer. (11) Itisdecidedthat96gal. containerswillbeusedforbothtrash
andrecycling. (12) RobR. inquiredastohowtheTownshipBOSmeetingprogressed. (13) CindyO. recappedtheBOS
meetingstatingthatitwouldbedesirabletorealize15% morerecycling; 30% lesstrashand30% cashback. Shementioned
thatwithsinglestreamandfullautomation, revenueswillgoupandlandfillfeeswillgodown. Therewasaunanimousvoteto
recommendimplementfullautomation, totheB. O. S. PresentOrdinanceswillneedtoberevised. Thehaulingbid
specificationsarebeingfinalized. Governmentgrantsarebeingappliedfor. (14) TomG. andtheESCthankedCindyO. for
allofherhardwork. (15) CindyO. suggestedthatESCmembersandfriendsshouldattendtheBidOpeningonAugust6,  
2012fortheHaulingContract. (16) CindyO. saidthecontractwillbebidwith (2) options; TheTownshippurchasesthe
containersortheHaulerpurchasesthem. (17) RobertN. explainedthesubtletiesbetweencontainerbrandsandprices.  
Toter” brandisheavyduty; “Cascade” containersarelighterduty, howevertheCascade’swheelsandlidarebetterthan

thoseofthe “Toter” andthatitcomesdowntopricebetweenthetwo. Healsomentionedthat “Otto” brandcontainersare
cheap. (18) RobertN. mentionedthatallmentionedcontainersarestackable. (19) “Toter” saidtheywouldassemblethe
containeranddeliverit.  

OldBusiness:   1) TomG. suggestedthe2012YPAisselfexplanatoryandwecanaddressitemswhenthereisenough
timeandthatweneedtoconcentrateontheupcomingCommunityDaysevent.   

NewBusiness:   1) RobR. statedthattheESCneedstodiscusstheCommunityDaysevent. (2) CindyO. mentionedan
obstaclecourseusingthenewtypeofcontainers, forthekids. Weshouldhavesignagetoaddeventsweofferandperhapsa
visualaide. (3) The2013ESCmeetingcalendarwasplanned: NomeetinginAugust; NomeetinginNovember; Willmeeton
ndth2 WednesdayofDecember; Willmeetregularlyonthe4 Wednesdayofthemonth. (4) TomG. willsubmittheyearly

calendartoBrenda. (5) RobR. mentionedtheGreatAmericanClean-upandschedulingitaroundEarthDay2013. (6)  
CommunityDaysSub-committeemeetingsetforJuly16, 2012atacentrallocation. (7) AfieldtriptoGreenStarwas
recommendedandsuggestedtobeonJuly20, 2012inthemorning. (8) RobR. mentionedthatideasareneededforthe
CommunityDaysSub-committee.  

Announcements: None.  

Adjournment: 8:33pmmotiontoadjournmeeting.  
NextMeeting: ThenextmeetingisscheduledforJuly25, 2012at7:00PMattheTownshipLibraryconferenceroom.  
MinutessubmittedbyChrisBrigliaJuly25, 2012.  


