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PalmerTownshipESC – MeetingMinutes
EnvironmentalSteeringCommittee April25, 2012

Attendees:  TomGanssle, RobReese, ChrisBriglia, CindyOatis, TomDittmar, JohnBalas, DeniseVeres, JohnOlock, Bob
Lammi, NancyNicholas

Meetingopened 7:01PM

Guests:   ChrisCaras (J. P. Mascaro), MattDaniels (Greenstar), RichardSmith (Greenstar)  

MeetingAttendees:  GeraldGamlin (Twp. Resident), CharlotteM. Mammana (Twp. Resident), WalterL. Jones (Twp.  
Resident), JohnGeorge (Twp. Resident), DonnaGeorge (Twp. Resident), RoseMarieMellman (Twp. Resident), Beverly
Hannah (Twp. Resident), JamesKenney (Twp. Resident), FlorenceLee (Twp. Resident), JamesW. Lee (Twp. Resident),  
DaveBaxter (Twp. Resident), JamesRiecel (Twp. Resident), CherylNielsen (Twp. Resident), ShirleyStillo  (Twp. Resident),  
SantoStillo (Twp. Resident), NancyHapper (Twp. Resident).  

TomG. startedthepublicsessionandmadeanannouncementthatduetothenatureandimportanceofthismeetingandthe
factthatpublicinputisexpected, itwouldberecordedtoensureaccuracyoftheminutes. Uponapprovalofthemeeting
minutestherecordingwouldbedestroyed. TomG. alsoexplainedthepurposeoftheTownshipESCandtheESCpublic
meetingscheduleforthehaulingcontractrenewal. Hementionedthatthepublicisinvitedtoattendforeducationalpurposes.    
Hethankedtheattendeesandprofessionalsforattendingthismeeting. HegavebriefmentionoftheESC’sprimary “green”  
roleintheTownship.  

ESCmembersintroducedthemselves. Professionalguestsandpublicattendeesintroducedthemselves.  

TomG. mentionedthattheCityofAllentownisreceivingagrantintheamountof $260,000.00forachievingarecycling
volumeratingof28%.  HesaidthatPalmerTownshipisat20%.  Heofferedbrochurematerialsforthepublic’suseand
encouragedthepublictoofferinput. HethenintroducedCindyO. andthepresentation.    

CindyO. proceededthroughherpresentationandaskedthepublicforquestionsand/orcomments.   

PublicQuestionandCommentSession

1. Howarewegoingtoeducatepeopletodothisrightbecausenoonereadstheadvertisementsandnoonecares?  
CindyO. explainedthatwehavebeeneducatingthepublicforalongtime.  

2. Alotofpeoplewon’tdowhattheyshould; willtherebefinesimposed? CindyO. explainedthattheTownshipisallfor
educationhoweverunderfutureregulations, fineswillbeimposedortheTownshipwillnotreceivegrantmoney.   
TomG. saiditwillbedifficultatfirstbutastimegoesonthesystemwillbecomehabit.  

3. CindyO. mentionedtherebatetheTownshipcouldreceiveforourrecyclingefforts.  
4. Whatifitemsaretoolargeforthetotercontainers?  CindyO. saidthattheTownshipwillmakedecisionsastothe

containersizeandpick-upconcessionswhenwereceivemoreinput.  Therecouldbescheduledamnestydaysora
pay-to-pick-up” systemforlargeitems.  

5. Whataboutyardwaste? CindyO. mentionedthetwo (2) Townshippick-updatesandregulationsregardingyard
wasteinregulartrash. ShementionedthattheHartleyAvenueRecyclingCenterisavailableforsmallvolumeitem
drop-offandtheBerksStreetsiteforlargevolumeitems.  

6. Whynothavea “per – bag” fee? Itwouldincreaserecyclingandeveryonewouldpayfairly.  CindyO. explainedthat
notenoughpeopleagreethatthisisagoodenoughideatoimplement.  TomG. saidthatthecost/bagmethodisa
veryunpopularideaandtheissuewasraisedforabout15yearsnow. RobR. mentionedthattherewouldstillbe
bagsthatanimalscouldgetinto, debris, etc.  BobL. saiditisnotagoodideaorpracticalalthoughheagreesthatit
couldbeagoodsolutiontorecyclingmore.  

7. [PublicComment] PeoplefromNewJerseyandNewYorkareaproblem.  TomG. saidhethinkstheyareabitlax
whentheymoveherebecausewheretheyarefromtheregulationsaremuchmorestrict.  

8. [PublicComment] Thefinancialaspectisdifficulttoseeorrealizepracticallybecausewe’llstillpaythesameormore
taxes.  CindyO. thatthemoneysavedwillhelpkeeptaxesdown.  

9. Whatplasticswilltheytake? CindyO. saidallbut #6.  
10. WhatprogramdoesEastonhave? CindyO. mentionedtheRecycleBank.  
11. [PublicComment] Educatethechildrentomakethingsbetter.  
12. Ionlyhaveasmallamountoftrashandrecycling; isn’ta96gal. containertoobig? CindyO. saidsizeoptionswill

havetobedecided.  Shesaidthetruckswillbeabletopickupallsizesoftotercontainers.  
13. [PublicComment] Therearepick-upproblemswithMascaro.  
14. [PublicComment] Therearegoingtobepick-upproblemswithparkedcars.  
15. Whatifcansaretoobigforthegarage? CindyO. saidstoringonthesideofthehouseisfine.  
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16. WillthemoneytheTownshipsavesberevertedbacktoourrefusebillasacredit?  CindyO. saidtheTownshipwill
offertheimprovedservicewithnoincreaseintheprice.  

17. IsHartleyAvenueRecycleCenterstillopen?  CindyO. answeredyes.  
18. Arethetotercontainersfree? CindyO. answeredyes.  
19. Whataboutareasthatwouldbedifficultfortoters?  CindyO. saidthattherewillbeapercentageoftheTownshipthat

youcannotcollectwithanautomatedsystemandwillremainmanuallycollected.  
20. Attheswitch-over, willtheoldrecyclingcontainersbecollected?  CindyO. saidyesandthedetailsarebeingworked

out.  Shealsosaidthattherewillbetwo (2) differentcontainers; oneforrecyclingandonefortrash.  
21. DoesMascarohavetrucksforautomatedpick-up?  CindyO. saidyesandthatSouthWhitehallisagoodexampleof

theirservice.  ChrisC. suggestsdrivingthroughSouthWhitehalltoseehowitlooks.  TomG. mentionedthat
Phillipsburgwouldalsobeagoodexample.  

22. TomD. mentionedaneighborhoodthatincreasedrecyclingby167% inoneyear.  Hemadementionofthepresent
landfilldilemmaandDEPregulations.  Hesaidthatitisrelativelyeasytoattain50% - 60% recyclingrates.  

23. Areweacceptinglandfillfromotherstates?  Yes.  
24. RichSmithofGreenstarexplainedthephilosophybehindsinglestreamrecycling.  
25. Doesgrantmoneygointoeducation?  Yes, aportionofthemoneydoes.  
26. TomD. announcedupcomingrecyclingeventsandthatonSaturdayfrom10am-2pm, theDEAwillcollectmedication

atGiant.  

EndPublicQ&ASession8:15pm, ContinueRegularMeeting8:28pm:  

ApprovalOfMinutes Mar. 28, 2012minutesapprovedwithrevision.  

HaulerReport:   1) ChrisCarastherearepresentlynoissuesandthatayardwastepick-upisscheduledforMay7th. He
mentionedthathewillbringthenewsupervisor, AdamtothenextESCmeetingandintroducehim. HementionedthatAdam
willmostlikelycometotheESCmeetingsfromthenon.  

RecyclingCoordinatorReport:   1) CindyO. suggestedcartrashbagsasaCommunityDaysgiveaway.  Theideawas
accepted. (2) CindyO. saidthattherecyclinganddisposalbidspecificationsaredone. Shesaidthehaulingbid
specificationsneedlimitsapplied.  (3) CindyO. mentionedtheamnestyprogram; oneortwodayswhereoversizeditemscan
betrashedcurbside.  JohnO. suggestedaSpringandFallcleanupday. (4) RobR. recommendsthataslidebeaddedtothe
presentationdevotedtoeducation.  CindyO. saidshewillconsiderit. (5) TheESCmadeamotiontoscheduleamnesty
cleanup) daystwiceperyear.. (6) TheESCmadeamotiontoassignafeeforlargeitempickup. Thefeeamountwillbe

determineduponawardofthenewcontract. (7) CindyO. andTomD. attendeda902grantworkshop. DEPgrantpriorities
wouldfavortotercontainersbeforeexpandingtheRecyclingCenter.  Consideringthetwochoices, CindyO. saidthe
RecyclingCenterexpansionwillbeapriority. (8) 904grantmoneyisdecreasing. ChrisC. discussedcrackingdownon
enforcementandthattheDEPwantstoseeproofofenforcementandeducationtogetthemoney.  (9) CindyO. suggested
thatwhenfireinspectionsareconductedforcommercialandindustrialbusinesses, perhapsarecyclinginspectionshouldbe
doneatthesametime. ShewillpresentthistotheBoardofSupervisorsandChrisC. (10) Itwassuggestedthatagrass
clippingfeebeincludedinthebidspecifications.  (11) Asmallbatterydrop-offattherecyclingcenterwouldnotbefeasible
becauseitishazardouswaste.  

OldBusiness:   1) Therecyclingcenterstepshavebeenordered. (2) RegardingtheGreatPACleanup, TomG. suggested
makingitayearlyinitiativefromnowon.  

NewBusiness:   1) TomG. tablestheESCyear’sinitiatives2012.  Hesuggestedlookingovertheproposedinitiatives prior
tothenextESCmeeting.   

Announcements: 1) TomD. mentionedtheEcyclingeventonMay19th. Pleaseshowupat8:00am. Healsomentioneda
medicationpick-upattheForksandPalmerGiantandTarget.  (2) BobLammimentionedtheremovalofdamsontheLehigh
Riverforshad. HementionedthechaindamandAllentowndamasexamples.  

Adjournment: 9:10pmmotiontoadjournmeeting.  

NextMeeting: ThenextmeetingisscheduledforMay23, 2012at7:00PMattheTownshipLibraryconferenceroom.  

MinutessubmittedbyChrisBrigliaMay22, 2012.   


