
PalmerTownship – EnvironmentalSteeringCommittee
MeetingMinutesofApril22, 2015

Attendees CindyOatis (RecyclingCoordinator), TomDittmar, DianeHalasz, HeathGanssle, TomGanssle,  

Guests None

PublicMeeting openedat7:02PMatPalmerPublicLibrary

Meetingminutes”  March):  Notapproved- noquorum

RecyclingCoordinatorsReport CindyO. reportedthatPalmerreceivedapprovalfromthePADepartment
ofEnvironmentalProtectionthatthetownshipbecategorizedasaPay-as-you-throwcommunity.  Thisapproval
providesPalmerprioritystatusforfuture902grants. PalmerwillbeutilizingtheservicesofRizzContainers &  
Disposal, LLCfortherecyclingofscrapmetalattherecyclingcenter.  Collectionisexpectedtobeginnext
week.     

Residentialrecyclingtotals (includingHartleyAve.) for2014are2,431tons.  Thisamountis245tonsmore
than2013 & 504tonsmorethan2012.  

Cindyadvisedthecommitteethrougharticlesanddiscussionoftherapidlychangingrecyclingmarket.  This
downturnisaresultofoilprices, theChinamarket, etc.  WhiletheimpactissignificantintheU.S. itshouldnot
havetoomuchofanimpactonPalmer.  

EastonAreaSchoolDistrictrecyclingefforts – schoolofficialsmostlyunresponsive
CindywillmeetwithChrisChristman (TownshipManager) todiscussthepurchase & distributionofsmaller

waste & recyclingtotercartstospecificPalmerresidentsrequestingsuch.  
Cindy & TomAdams (PublicWorks & ServicesDirector) discussingplanstosecureanareaatBerksSt. Yard

WasteDrop-offCenterforsmallamountsofleavesleftinresidents’ lawnsaftertheearlywinterweatherof
Nov. of2014.  Theywillbeconsideringoptionsforweekendswithnochargefordrop-offandapossible20
cubicyardcontainerattheHartleyAve. recyclingcenter.  ExistingyardwastecontainersatHartleywillbe
emptiedmoreoftenduetohighdrop-offvolumeduringspringmonths.  

OldBusiness:    
YPA T. GansslesubmittedarevisedYearPlanofActionduetothecommittee’sterminationofinvolvement

withHazardousMaterialandE-CyclingCollectioneventsin2015.  
thGreatAmericanClean-up ofApril17 resultswerediscussed.  12, 50gallongarbagebagswerefilledthat

morningby6ESCmembers.  4, 50gallonbagswerealsopickeduponthewestsideofBethmanRoad &  
GreenwoodAvenue.  CommitteewouldliketogetmorePalmerresidentsinvolvedinthecollectionby
announcingacollectiondayinAprilof2016whereanyresidentmaycleanareasintheirrespective
neighborhoods.  TomG. volunteeredtowriteanarticleinToday’sPalmerexplainingsuch.  

Communityweekendplans: 
TomG. presentedaCommunityWeekendset-upplanforAugust, 2015, aswasdiscussedatMarch
ESCmeeting.  Maindisplay, aslastyear, willbeNativePlants & Pollinators, withBeeinformation
providedbySharonZondag (areabeekeeper) withliveplantsdonatedbyPalmerNursery, orother
nurseriesifneeded.  OnesideoftentwillbedisplayedbytheBushkillStreamConservancy & the
othersidewilldisplayESCgive-aways, recyclinginformationliterature & brochures, & aphoto
galleryofthe25yearsofESCservicetoPalmerTownship.  DianeH. suggestedaKid’sCornerwith



sometypeofgameofmatchingadultbutterflieswiththeirlarvalcaterpillarstage.  Shealso
suggestedasurveyinquiringofPalmerresidentstoascertainwhomighthaveawildlifegarden,  
pollinatorgarden, etc. ontheirproperties.  Lawnmulchingmower, BerksSt. giftcoupons, & afew
Booksentitled:  BringingNatureHomewillberaffledoffatthetentthisyear.  
ESCmembersareasked tobringinpicturesofESCeventstoMaymeetingtochoosepicturesto
bedisplayed & arrangedinthephotogallery.  

RainBarrelDisplay: Duetosuchlittleinterestinrainbarrelsexpressedbyresidentsatcommunityweekend
eventsofpreviousyears, itwasdecidednottodisplayarainbarrelatthecommunityweekendtentnoratthe
ChrinCommunityCenterfor2015.  

NewBusiness: None

TomG.:   Motiontoadjourn, TomD.: Second8:30PM

NextMeeting: May27, 2015 7:00PM PalmerLibrary

Minutessubmittedby: TomGanssle 5/29/15


