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PalmerTownshipESC – MeetingMinutes
EnvironmentalSteeringCommittee March28, 2012

Attendees:  TomGanssle, RobReese, ChrisBriglia, CindyOatis, TomDittmar, JohnBalas, RobNatkie, JohnOlock, Terry
Cooper, BobLammi,  

Meetingopened 7:02PM

Guests:   ChrisCaras (J. P. Mascaro), MattDaniels (Greenstar), RichardSmith (Greenstar)  

MeetingAttendees:  GeraldGamlin (Twp. Resident), DennisPotter (Twp. Resident), AmedaL. Eck (Twp. Resident), June
Roethnger (Twp. Resident), CatherineGrey (Twp. Resident), ChristineBeifuss (Twp. Resident), StanSchule (Twp.  
Resident), RichardVorholy (Twp. Resident), IvernaT. Randolph (Twp. Resident).   

TomG. madeanannouncementthatduetothenatureandimportanceofthismeetingandthefactthatpublicinputis
expected, itwouldberecordedtoensureaccuracyoftheminutes. Uponapprovalofthemeetingminutestherecordingwould
bedestroyed. TomG. alsoexplainedthepurposeoftheTownshipESCandtheESCmonthlymeetingschedule. Hegave
briefmentionoftheESC’sgoalsandinitiativesandsavingtheTownshipmoney.  

ESCmembersintroducedthemselves. Guestsandpublicattendeesintroducedthemselves.  

TomG. explainedthattheTownshipisrenewingthewastehaulingcontractandmentionedthemostviableoptionsforthis
renewalthatwillstreamlinethehaulingprocessandsaveTownshipresidentsmoney. Heofferedbrochurematerialsforthe
public’suse. TomG. alsomentionedthattheCityofAllentownisreceivingagrantintheamountof $260,000.00forachieving
arecyclingvolumeratingof32%.  HethenintroducedCindyO. andthepresentation.  

CindyO. madeapresentationfirstinformingthepublicthatthepresenthaulingcontractwillexpireinApril, 2013. Shebriefed
thepubliconthecurrentTownshiphaulingoptionsandthat902and904grantamountsarebasedonrecyclingamounts.  
Shethenexplainedthatthe (3) componentsarerecycling, trashandhauling. Shestatedthatthesecomponentswillbebid
separately. ShealsoexplainedthatthesinglestreamfullyautomatedsystemwouldsavetheTownshipthemostmoney.   
Sheproceededthroughherpresentationandaskedthepublicforquestionsand/orcomments.   

PublicQuestionandCommentSession

1. Willtheamountof (collection) trucksincreaseduetotheseparatebiddingcomponents? CindyO. saidnobecause
therewillonlybeasinglehauler. The (3) separatebiddingcomponentsofthecontractwillbeawardedto (1) hauling
contractor.  

2. Doestherecyclingmaterialgotoasinglesortingcompany? CindyO. answeredyesandthatthesortingcompany
wouldbelikeGreenstar, forexample.  

3. Howareresidentstomanageplacingthecontaineronasteepslope? Also; areresidentsresponsibleforthe
replacementcostofacontainerthatislost?  

4. Wheredoresidentsplacethenewcontainersonthepropertyduringtheweekbetweenpick-ups? Thereisa
TownshipOrdinanceregardingacceptablelocationsoftrashcontainersonaproperty. CindyO. saidshewouldlook
intotheOrdinancefurther.  

5. IstheHartleyAvenuerecyclingfacilitystillgoingtobeavailabletotheresidents? Theanswerisyes.  
6. Isthe96gal. containerlargeenoughforanormalweekstrash? Theanswerisyes.  
7. Whataboutgrassclippings, whatdowedowiththose? CindyO. explainedthattheresidentwillneedtopayextrafor

acollectionofbagged/trashedgrassclippings. ShefurthermentionedthattheTownshiphas (2) yardwaste
collectionsperyear. ThereisalsoayardwastedropsiteonBerksStreet. RobR. mentionedthataresidentcanalso
takesmallamountsofyardwastetotheHartleyAvenuefacility. CindyO. saidthereareadvertisementsonthe
Townshipwebsite, fridgemagnets, flyerandothersourcesforpick-uptimesanddates. TomG. mentionedthe
benefitsofcuttingandleaving/mulchingthegrassclippings. TomD. expandedonthebenefitsofcuttingandleaving
thegrassclippings.  

8. Howmuchwillthetotercontainerscostandwilltheresidentsberesponsibletopayforthem?  
9. Willthenewtotercontainersbedeliveredtoresidents? Theanswerisyes.  
10. TomD. expandsontheneedtorecyclemoreandreducingtrashandalsomentionsthePADEPrulesand

regulationsregardingelectronicequipmentrecycling
11. Arewetheresidentsgoingtopaymoreforthenewserviceorsavemoney? CindyO. saidnoandthatitisn’tmore

expensivetosortthemixedmaterial. RichSmithofGreenstarsaidnoandthatitisimportanttoconsidercost
avoidanceandthecompany’srebatedependingonthetypeofrecycledmaterial.  

12. CindyO. toldthemeetingattendeestofeelfreetohandlethesampletotercontainerinthebackofthemeetingroom.  
13. RobR. mentionedscrapmetalrecyclingattheHartleyAvenuefacilityandurgedmeetingattendeestoeducate

otherstoscraptheirmetalwastethereinsteadofleavingitcurbsideforscavengerstopickup.  
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EndPublicQ&ASession7:50pm, ContinueRegularMeeting8:02pm:  

ApprovalOfMinutes Feb. 22, 2012minutesapproved.  

HaulerReport:   1) ChrisCarasbrieflydiscussedacoupleofminorcomplaintsfromresidents.  

RecyclingCoordinatorReport:   1) CindyO. saidthatshewillmeetwithRachaelMillerinWilkes-Barreregardingthe902
grantfortherecyclingcenterimprovements ShementionedthattheTownshipcanapplyforthisgrantthisyear. (2) CindyO.  
requestedESCfeedbackfromthepresentation.  (3) BobL. questionedwhichcommunitiesusethetotersystem. Upper
Macungie, Phillipsburg, NJ, SouthWhitehallareexamples. (4) BobL. mentionedthatitcouldbebeneficialtousethose
townsasanexampleofpresentuseinthepresentation. ThepointbeingthereareotherTownsinthevicinitythatusethis
systemanditisworking. RobR. suggestedincludingpictures. (5) CindyO. recommendsexcludingthebidprocessfromthe
presentationbecauseitisconfusing. TomG. agreeswithexcludingthebiddingprocess. (6) CindyO. suggestedplacingthe
sampletotercontainer inthehallwayduringthenextESCmeeting. (7) RobR. furthersuggestedleavingthesampletoter
containeronthepremisesbetweenmeetings. (8) CindyO. alsosuggestedtoplacea50lb. bagofsandinthecontainerto
showitseaseofuseandmaneuvering.  

OldBusiness:   1) TomD. mentionedthatTomAdamsismovingforwardwithacquiringtherecyclingcentersteps. (2) Rob
R. discussedthegreatPACleanup. HesaidthattheDOTwillsupplysafetyequipmentanditisscheduledforApr. 21, 2012;  
April28, 2012raindate.  ContactRobR. tovolunteer.    

NewBusiness:   1) TheESCyear’sinitiatives2012.  PalmerCommunityWeekendwasmentioned. TomG. remindedthe
Committeethatregularitemsonthemonthlyagendaappearasyearinitiativesandshouldn’t. (2) Theenergyauditwill
requirefundingthatisnotavailableintheESCbudget. (3) TomD. mentionedthattheTreevitalizationprogramisactiveand
thenextscheduledplantingisattheHartleyAvenuerecyclingfacility. (4) RobR. gaveabriefupdateastotheprogressofthe
bikepathsignage. HewillaskTomAdamsforfurtherinformation. (5) CindyO. brieflydiscussedthefundingfortherecycling
centerimprovements. TomD. mentionedthat902grantsareprioritizedfor (3) municipalities.  

Announcements: 1) RobR. announcedthattheEcyclingbannerisready.   

Adjournment: 8:45pmmotiontoadjournmeeting.  

NextMeeting: ThenextmeetingisscheduledforApril25, 2012at7:00PMattheTownshipLibraryconferenceroom.  

MinutessubmittedbyChrisBrigliaApril23, 2012.   


