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PalmerTownshipESC – MeetingMinutes
EnvironmentalSteeringCommittee February22, 2012

Attendees:  TomGanssle, RobReese, ChrisBriglia, CindyOatis, TomDittmar, JohnBalas, TerryCooper, RobNatkie,  
NancyNicholas, TerryCooper, DeniseVeres, AnnMariePanella

Meetingopened 6:59PM

Guests:   ChrisCaras (Mascaro), MattDaniels (Greenstar), RichardSmith (Greenstar)  
MeetingAttendees:  DavidBaxter (Twp. Resident), DennisPotter (Twp. Resident), AmedaL. Eck (Twp. Resident)  

TomG. madeanannouncementthatduetothenatureandimportanceofthismeetingandthefactthatpublicinputis
expected, itwouldberecordedtoensureaccuracyoftheminutes. Uponapprovalofthemeetingminutestherecordingwould
bedestroyed.  

ESCmembersintroducedthemselves. Guestsandpublicattendeesintroducedthemselves.  

TomG. explainedthattheTownshipisrenewingthewastehaulingcontract. TheESChasbeendoingresearchoverthepast
fewyearstodeterminethemostviableoptionsforthisrenewalthatwillstreamlinethehaulingprocessandsaveTownship
residentsmoney. Tomintroducedthepresentationandofferedbrochurematerialsforthepublic’suse.  

CindyO. madeapresentationfirstinformingthepublicthatthepresenthaulingcontractwillexpireinApril, 2013. Shebriefed
thepubliconthecurrentTownshiphaulingoptions. Shethenexplainedthatincreasingrecyclinganddecreasingtheamount
oftrashcanonlyhelptheTownshipresidentsenvironmentallyandeconomically. Sheproceededthroughherpresentation
andaskedthepublicforquestionsand/orcomments.   

PublicQuestionandCommentSession

1. LowerMacungieandSouthWhitehallTownshipspresentlyhaveanautomatedcollectionsystemusingtoters.  
2. AmedaE. questionedthesizeoftheproposedtoterconsideringthatasinglepersonhouseholdwouldonlyproducea

smallamountofrefuse. Shealsoaskediftherewasgoingtobeachoiceoftotersize.  
3. TomG. askedAmedaE. ifshewouldobjecttothe96gal. toterandsherepliedthatshewould.  
4. AmedaE. questionedyardwastecollectionstandards. TomD. recitedtheStateyardwastedumpingregulations.  
5. RichS. introducedhimselfandrepresentsGreenstar. HesaidthattheGreenstarfacilityhasamercuryremoval

systemcapable18,000ton/month. Thecompanyutilizesbothhandandmechanicalsorting. Thecompany
determinesthemonetaryvalueoftherecyclingmaterialthensubtractsthatamountfromtheirservicefee. The
companyisasinglestreamprocessor. TomD. addedtoRichS.’ information.  

6. DaveB. questionedwherecollectedrecyclingmaterialgoesnowandthereplywasMascarocollectstherecycling.  
DavesaidthatheusestherecyclingfacilityonHartleyAvenueregularlyandwassurprisedatthelackofpublic
knowledgeofthefacilitywithrespecttohowrecyclingmore, cansavemoney.  

7. AmedaE. askedtheESCwhattheyaredoingregardingadvertisingandeducation.  
8. TomG. mentionedtheconveniencesoftheHartleyAvenuefacility.  
9. TomD. alsomentionstheconveniencesoftheHartleyAvenuefacilitywithrespecttoscrapmetaldropoff.  
10. RobR. mentionedaproblemwithscrapmetalisduringtheresidentialstreetpick-uptimescommercialscrapdealers

poachitandthattakesawayfromtheTownship’stonnage, whichtakesawayourchancesofobtaininggrantmoney.  
11. DavidB. askediftheHartleyAvenuerecyclingfacilitywouldconsiderlaterhoursofoperation. CindyO. saiditisa

possibility. DavidB. complimentedJ.P. Mascaroonitsservice.  
12. ChrisC. mentionedSouthWhitehallTownship’scollectionsystemanditsadvantages.  
13. AnnMarieP. questionedthesizeofthe96gal. toterbeingmanagedbyanelderlyperson. ChrisC. saidthatthesize

wouldnotposeaproblemduetotheunitmobility.  
14. RobN. measuredtheheightofthecontaineras45inches.  
15. AmedaE. suggestededucatingthepublicmore. TomD. repliedthattheCommitteewaseducatingthepublicfor21

years.  
16. DavidB. askedwhywepaysomuch?  
17. AmedaE. askedwhetherornotthecollectionbillswillgoup. CindyO. statedthattheTownshipBoardOf

Supervisors (BOS) willdotheirbestnottoincreasethecollectionratesduringthepresenteconomicsituation.  
18. AmedaE. askedwheretogetanewrecyclingcan. CindyO. suggestedshegototheTownshipbuilding.  
19. TerryC. questionedthesizeofthetotercontainersfortrashandrecycling. CindyO. saidthatwouldbedecided

consideringpubliccomment.  
20. DavidB. questionedcollectionoflargeitemssuchassofas, furniture, etc. andwhetherornotitwouldcostmore

moneyunderthenewcontract. CindyO. mentionedapotentialprogramwherethereisaparticulartimetodiscard
theseitemsatacertainfee. DavidB. alsomentionededucatingmoreaboutrecyclingintheschools.  

21. TomG. mentionedthatthenextthree (3) meetingswillhostpublicinquiryforone (1) hour.  
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ContinueRegularMeeting7:55pm:  

ApprovalOfMinutes Jan. 25, 2012minutesapprovedwithrevisions.  

HaulerReport:   1) ChrisCaraspresentedthetrucksignforyardwastepick-up.  (2) Healsomentionedthatemptypizza
boxeswillnotbetakenasrecyclablematerialduetofoodcontamination. (3) TomG. mentionedthatnofoodcontaminated
materialsshouldberecycled. (4) RobR. inquiredastohowmanysignsJ.P. Mascarohadforthetrucks. ChrisC. saidthere
arefour (4) signsfortwo (2) trucks.  

RecyclingCoordinatorReport:   1) CindyO. mentionedthatsheassumesTomAdamsisresearchingtherepaircosts
associatedwiththerecyclingcenterdumpstersteps. (2) CindyO. mentionedthatChrisCristmanfeelsthatJ.P. Mascarois
takingtheproperstepstowardrectifyingpick-upissuesandthattheyshouldbecloselywatched.  (3) CindyO. saidthat
refuseandrecyclinghaulingcontactswillbebidfirstinordertolevelthefieldformorehaulerstobid.  (4) Haulersinflating
tonnageamountscanaffectthebiddingprocess.  (5) TomG. inquiredaboutpossiblyhavingtwo (2) separatecontractorsfor
bothrefuseandrecyclinghauling.  CindyO. mentionedthatshefeltthatwouldnotbebeneficialbutitiscommonpracticein
municipalities. Shealsomentionedfuelusageclause. (6) DeniseV. askedifitwaspossibleforresidentstopurchasestickers
for $1.00tostickonbagsofextraorover-the-limittrash, grassclippings, etc.  (7) TomD. reiteratedthegrassclipping
collectionissuesandthatlandfillsarestillallowedtoacceptclippingsandyardwastewithinacertainpercentageofthetotal
haul. (8) RobR. inquiredaboutthepossibilityofpurchasinganextratotercontainerforoverflowcustomersandperhapsat
anextrahaulingservicefee.  

OldBusiness:   1) RobR. mentionedthattheChrinCo. willresolvetheSchoeneckCreekissuesandreestablishvegetation,  
treesandgroundcoveralongthestreambankthatweredestroyed. Allapplicableagencieswillbesatisfiedbytheseactions
andallwillbeattheChrinCompany’sexpense. (2) TomG. inquiredastohownewjobswillbeincreased, withreferenceto
CindyO.’spresentation. CindyO. saidshewouldconcentrateonthataspectforherrevisedpresentationbutthatincreased
recyclingwillincreasejobsduetoanexpandedindustry. (3) RobR. mentionedthatthepresentationwouldbebetter
representedwithagraphoftheTownship’swastemanagementdataratherthanatable.  

NewBusiness:   1) RobR. mentionedthattheweekbeforeorafterEarthDaywillbescheduledforthegreatPAclean-up.   
th2) RobR. mentionedstreamclean-upalongtheBushkillupanddownstreamfromPennPumporfromEdgewoodto13

streetbridge.  (3) ThecourseofactionwasdiscussedforthenextESCmeeting.  (4) RobR. announcedthatastormwater
controlCDisavailabletocheckoutifanyoneisinterested. (5) CindyO. suggestedthattheESCstarttoscheduletheyear
initiativesatthenextmeetingandthisshouldbeanitemontheagenda. (6) Theantilittercampaignwillbementionedonthe
TownshipWebSiteforJanuaryandFebruary2013start-upandwillneedvolunteers.  

thAnnouncements: 1) TomD. mentionedthe2012EcyclingeventisscheduledforMay19. Heanticipatestheeventwillbe
verybusyandtheyareexpectingtocollect100,000poundsofmaterialthisyear. (2) RobR. mentionedatourofthe
GreenstaroperationandTomD. saidhewouldcontactRichardS. ofGreenstartocoordinatethis.  

Adjournment: 8:35pmmotiontoadjournmeeting.  

NextMeeting: ThenextmeetingisscheduledforMarch28, 2012at7:00PMattheTownshipLibraryconferenceroom.  

MinutessubmittedbyChrisBrigliaMarch22, 2012.   


