
PalmerTownshipESC – MeetingMinutes
EnvironmentalSteeringCommittee January25, 2012

Attendees:  TomGanssle, RobReese, ChrisBriglia, CindyOatis, TomDittmar, JohnBalas, RobNatkie, NancyNicholas,  
TerryCooper, JohnOlock, DeniseVeres

Meetingopened 7:02PM

Guests:   ChrisCaras (Mascaro), CharlieAltemose (PalmerTwp. RecyclingCenter)  

EnvironmentalSteeringCommittee (ESC) 2012ESCReorganization 1) AnnMariePanellapresidedoverthe
reorganizationinBobLammi’sabsence. (2) TomD. andRobN. nominateRobReeseandTomGanssleasCo-chairmenof
theESC. TheESCvotedyesunanimously.  (3) RobR. andTomG. nominateChrisBrigliaasSecretary. TheESCvotedyes
unanimously.  

ApprovalofMinutes October26, 2011minutesapproved.  

HaulerReport:   1) ChrisCarasmentionedthatholidaytreepick-uptookoneweekmorethanoriginallyscheduledandthatit
shouldbecompletenow.  (2) TomG. expressedoveralldisappointmentregardingthelackofpropersignageontheyard
wasteandtreepick-uptrucks. (3) CindyO. updatedChrisC. onthehistoryofdifficultieswithtrucksignageandhowit
irritatescustomers.  J. P. MascarowasinviolationofthetrucksignagefortheSpring2011yardwastecollectionandJanuary
2012Christmastreecollection.  ChrisC. saidhewouldnotifytheappropriatepeopleaboutthisconditionandthatitwouldbe
resolved. (4) CindyO. inquiredifJ. P. MascarowouldconsiderdonatingmoneytoputtowardsthePalmerTownshipAnti- 
Littercampaign.  ChrisC. assuredtheESCthathewouldmakearequestforsame. Chrisalsomentionedthatheworksin
theAllentownofficeandcoversPalmerTownship. (4) TheESCmadeamotiontomakearecommendationtotheTownship
ManagerthatJ. P. Mascarobefinedforrepeatedviolations. TomG. willdraftalettertoChrisChristmannotingtheoffences
andrequestingareviewofthepresenthaulingcontract. TomG. willalsomentiontheimpositionofafineforthenextoffence,  
intheletter.  

RecyclingCoordinatorReport:   1) CindyO. saidtheDEPhashiredanewrecyclingdirectorandisgettingcaughtupwith
grantprocessing. ItisbelievedthattheDEPwillbeopeninglongawaited902grantonceagainthisSpringpossiblywithin30
days. (2) CindyO. saidthatthecontractforlandfillserviceisprogressingandthatthecostforsameappearstobelowerthis
year. TomD. mentionedthatinaccordancewiththeNorthamptonCounty10yearsolidwasteplancontract, landfillshavea
maximumlimittheycanchargeaTownshipfortheservice.  (3) CindyO. saidthatFebruary, March, AprilandMay2012will
bethemeetingmonthsdedicatedtopubliceducationandpresentationofnewhaulingcontractoptions.  (4) CharlieA.  
requestedatypedlistofbusinessesthatusetherecyclingfacility.  Therewerealsodiscussionsofdiscardingoldbicycles.  
OldbikesnotsuitableforcollectionbyCATwillnowbeplacedinthe “metals” recyclingbin.  (5) CindyO. recommends
assigningcertainESCyearinitiativestothecalendaroncertainmonthsandassignatimetableforeachitemtomore
effectivelyaccomplishtheinitiatives.  (6) TheCommitteediscussedvariousoptionsforimprovingsafetyonandaroundthe
yardwastecontainerstairs.  Amotionwasmadetorecommendfabricatedsteelstairsonwheels, withabraketoTomAdams
forthepurposeofincreasingsafetyinthatarea.    

OldBusiness:   1) CindyO. remindedtheESCthatwaste/recyclingcontracteducationwillbeginnextmonthandcontinue
for4consecutivemonths, duringthefirsthourofournormallyheldESCmeetings.   

NewBusiness: 1) RobR. mentionedtheChrinCo.  farmoperationdefoliatingandbackfillingwithinastreambuffer. RobR.  
haspicturesandwillemailthemtoESCmembersuponrequest. HealsomentionedthatnitratelevelsintheSchoeneck
Creekaresignificantlyhigherpresentlycomparedtothepast10yearsandcitedseveralreasonsforsame.  (2) RobR.  
mentionedtheAdventuresInAgricultureprogram.  (3) RobR. mentionedtheGreatPACleanupwhichisusuallyheldaweek

rdeithersideofEarthDay, April22, 2012. (4) RobR. announcedaMarch3, 2012seminarforlitterandstormwatercontrol
whichwillbeprovidedatthePAEnvironmentalCouncil’sPECmeetingatMontgomeryCountyCommunityCollege. Trailswill
bepresentattheseminar.  (5) TomD. mentionedtheTreevitalizationprogramandthatTomAdamswillapplyforthegrant
moneyinMarchinattempttobeabletoplantintheFallof2012.  

thAnnouncements: 1) TomD. mentionedthe2012EcyclingeventisscheduledforMay19. Therewillbenofeefor
electronicsdrop-off, onlyforfluorescentlightbulbsandbatteries. (2) TomD. mentionedtheHouseholdHazardousWaste

thdrop-offeventisscheduledforOctober6atNACC. (3) CindyO. willbeencouragingthepublictoattendthenextESC
meetingandrequestedanyadditionalideasforherpresentation, fromCommitteemembers.  

Adjournment: 8:33pmmotiontoadjournmeeting.  

NextMeeting: ThenextmeetingisscheduledforFebruary22, 2012at7:00PMattheTownshipLibraryconferenceroom.  

MinutessubmittedbyChrisBrigliaFebruary16, 2012.   
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