
PALMERTOWNSHIPBOARDOFSUPERVISORS
GENERALBUSINESSMEETING

APRIL2, 2012

AgeneralbusinessmeetingofthePalmerTownshipBoardofSupervisorswasheldon
Monday, April2, 2012at7:00p.m. intheCommunityRoomofthePalmerLibrarywithall
Supervisorsinattendance:  DavidColver, RobertLammi, MichaelMitchell, Ann-MariePanella
andRobertSmith.  AlsoinattendanceweretheTownshipManager, DirectorofPublicServices,  
PoliceChiefandTownshipSolicitor.  DinoCilibertifromPatchInternetNewsandZachLindsey
fromtheExpressTimesrepresentedthenewsmedia.  ChairmanColverconvenedthemeeting
andledthosepresentinthePledgetotheFlag.  

2. APPROVALOFDISBURSEMENTOFFUNDS – APRIL2, 2012

Thereportwillbeprovidedatthemeeting.  

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyall, theBoardapprovedthe
disbursementoffundsforApril2, 2012.   

3. APPROVALOFMINUTES – MARCH27, 2012

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyLammi, secondedbySmith, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
minutesofMarch27, 2012.  ColverabstainedbecausehewasabsentattheMarch27meeting.  

Colversaidhewasn’tatthelastmeetingsohemissedtheswearinginofournewPolice
Chief.  ColverwelcomedChiefPalmertothetownship.  

4. ROUTE33NEIGHBORHOODIMPROVEMENTDISTRICTPUBLICHEARING

INFORMATION

APreliminaryNeighborhoodImprovementDistrictPlanhasbeendraftedinconnection
withcreationofaneighborhoodimprovementdistrictwithinPalmerTownshiptobeknownas
theRoute33NeighborhoodImprovementDistrict. Thehearingisbeingheldpursuanttothe
NeighborhoodImprovementDistrictActforthepurposeofaffordinginterestedpartiesa
reasonableopportunitytoexpresstheirviewsontheproposedRoute33Preliminary
NeighborhoodImprovementDistrictPlan. Noactionisrequiredatthistime.  

DISCUSSION

Brunosaidthismatterwasadvertisedasapublichearing, however, nodecisionoraction
needstobetakentonight.  Brunosaidthereisarequirementofa45-daywaitingperiodfor
residentstocommentafterthesecondpublichearing.    
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KeenanRicesaidheisassistingtheChrinCompanieswiththeNeighborhood
ImprovementDistrict (NID) process.  Ricesaidaspecialassessmentwillbeleviedonthe
project.  Taxrevenueswouldpaythedebtserviceonthebond.  RiceexplainedhowtheTIF
bondsworkandtheprocessthatwilltakeplacewithinthetownship.  RicesaidtheBoardcan
expecttoseethemthreetimesduringtheprocess.  RicesaidtheNIDplanisrequiredbystatute
andrequires:  1 - descriptionofproperty, 2 - improvementsbeingmade, 3 - methodoffinancing,  
4 - assessmentmethodology, and5 – reviewofresponsibilityoftheNIDplan.  Ricesaidthereis
tonight’smeeting, anotheronewillbescheduledforApril24, andthenafterthe45daywaiting
periodtherewillbeanordinancefortheBoardtoadoptatthethirdhearing.  

Colveraskedifthe45-daywaitingperiodwasfromtonight’smeeting.  Ricesaiditis
betweenthesecondandthirdpublichearings.  AttorneyPeterCarlucci, specialcounselforthe
ChrinCompaniessaidApril24willbethesecondpublichearingandfollowingthathearing
therewillbea45-dayperiodforpropertyownerstoobjecttotheplan.  Carluccisaidwe
anticipateJune11wouldbethemeetingscheduledforadoptionoftheordinance.  Colverasked
ifsomeonebuysalotandbuildsonthatlot, howtheyareaffected.  Ricesaidaspecial
assessmentisassignedtoeachparcelandthatparcelgetsacredit.  Specialassessmentsare
significantlylower.  Ricesaidwhenthebondsareissuedthereisaperiodoftimewhereinterest
isaccruedforuptothreeyearswhichallowstimefordevelopmentactivity.  Colveraskedhow
longtheNIDMunicipalAuthority (NIDMA) staysinaffect.  Ricesaidforthelengthofthe
bonds.    

Smithaskedattheendoftheprocesswhodissolvesthegroupandhowdoesithappen.   
CarluccisaiditwillbedonebytheBoardofSupervisors.  Lammisaidsoduetothelengthof
timeitwillbeawholenewboardsittinguphere.  RicesaidtheNIDMABoardwillmeetseveral
timesayear.  Theywilldealwithassessmentsassubdivisionsarerequested.    

Colveraskedforquestionsfromthepublic.  Therewerenone.   

thColversaidthiswillberescheduledforApril24 withnoactionrequiredtonight.  

5. MIRACLELEAGUELEASEAGREEMENT

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovetheleaseagreement. 

DISCUSSION

BrunosaidhecreatedtheleaseagreementandithasbeenacceptedbytheMiracle
League.  Brunosaidheisfinalizingtheplanthatwillbeattachedtotheleaseagreement.  Bruno
saidthetownshipwillleasethepropertytotheMiracleLeagueatacostof $1peryear.  The
tenantisrequiredtoholdliabilitycoverageandthepropertyisnotassignable.  Thatmeansifthe
MiracleLeagueterminatestheleaseitcannotpassitontoanotherentitywithoutthetownships
consent.  

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardauthorizedthe
Chairmantosigntheleaseagreement, subjecttothedescriptionbeingfinalizedbytheSolicitor
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andforwardedtotheMiracleLeagueforexecution.  Lammiabstainedsinceheisamemberof
theMiracleLeagueBoardofDirectors.  

Lammisaidtheyaregettingreadytobeginconstructionofthefieldandtheywouldlike
torequestthattheBoardofSupervisorssuspendfeesfortownshippermits.  Onmotionby
Mitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardagreedtowaivepermitfeesforthe
constructionoftheMiracleLeaguefieldontheCharlesChrinCommunityCenterproperty.   
LammiabstainedasamemberoftheMiracleLeagueBoardofDirectors.  

6. MUNICIPALSEWERAUTHORITYORDINANCEDISCUSSION

INFORMATION

Questionsandcommentsshouldbeaddressedregardingtheordinance.  Iftheordinance
isinanacceptable formtheBoardcanauthorizetheSolicitortoadvertisetheordinance.    

DISCUSSION

BrunosaidhepreviouslyprovidedacopyofthisordinancetotheBoardsoitcouldbe
discussedandreviewedattonight’smeeting.  Brunosaidifitisinanacceptableformwiththe
Boardyoucanauthorizemyofficetoadvertisetheordinance.  Christmansaidatlastweek’s
meetingaquestioncameupregardingoutstandingdebtPalmermayowetoTatamyBorough.   
ChristmansaidhespokewiththeMunicipalSewerAuthorityDirector, Mr. Hosking, andhesaid
asweunderstandit, thereisabsolutelynooutstandingdebtontheAuthoritiesbooks.  Tatamy
assumeddebtforconstructiontotheinterceptor, ForksTownshipassumeddebtfortheBushkill
interceptor, andwepaytheEastonAreaSewerAuthorityforthetreatmentplant.  Christmansaid
itisnotadirectobligationonourbooks.  Wepayapremiumeachyeartoeachentitythatis
coveredthroughannualreview.     

OnmotionbyLammi, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyall, theBoardauthorizedthe
SolicitortoadvertisetheordinancerepealingChapter17, ArticleI, ofthePalmerTownshipCode
entitledthePalmerTownshipMunicipalSewerAuthority, dissolvingandterminatingthePalmer
TownshipMunicipalSewerAuthority.  

7. PUBLICCOMMENT

None

8. REPORTS

Solicitor
Brunosaidasafollow-uptotheNIDpresentationmadeearlierandtotheirrequestto
holdahearingattheApril24BoardofSupervisormeeting, hewouldrequest
approvaltoadvertiseforthatpublichearing.  OnmotionbyLammi, secondedby
Smith, andagreedbyall, theBoardauthorizedadvertisementofthehearingforthe
April24BoardofSupervisorsmeetingattheexpenseoftheprojectowner.  

TownshipManager
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ChristmansaidheattendedaccreditationtrainingwithOfficerHagenbuchearlierthis
morning.  Christmansaidhelearnedalotaboutobtainingaccreditationandacquired
somevaluabletools.  ChristmansaidheisanxioustostarttheprocesswithChief
Palmer.  
Christmansaidthetownship’splotter/scannerhashadalotofmaintenanceissues.   
Christmansaidwehaveanopportunitytopurchaseanewplotter/scanneratonethird
ofthecost.  Christmansaidheisaskingpermissiontoputourcurrentequipmentout
forbidandanticipatesitcouldpayforthenewpieceofequipment.  Christmansaid
ouroverallmaintenancecostsshouldalsobeonethirdlesswithanewHPprinter.   
ThenewHPprinterwilldowhatbothourcurrentmachinesdo.  Christmansaidhe
wouldliketoputitouttobidontheMunicibidwebsite.  ChristmansaidthenewHP
printercostis $8,300.  Youpaid $27,000whenyoupurchasedtheOCEprinternew.   
ChristmansaidthestaffwenttoseeademonstrationofthenewHPmachineandit
runsverywell.  OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyall, the
BoardauthorizedtheTownshipManagertoplacetheOCEplotter/scanneroutforbid.  
ChristmansaidasyouknowweareworkingwiththeSolicitorsofficeonthedisposal
andrecyclingbids.  ChristmansaidwemayhaveinformationbacktotheBoardfor
reviewthisweekandhopetohaveitbackonanagendaApril9orApril24.   
Christmansaidweplantosplitthebidsintothreepieces.  Wewillbidtherecycling
anddisposalpiecesfirst.  ChristmansaidSolicitorBrunoisworkingtocleanupthe
languageinthebids.  LammisaidatthelastEnvironmentalSteeringCommittee
meetingtherewere15to20residentsthatattendedthemeetingandsomegood
questionsandcommentsweremadeatthemeeting.   
Christmanhadonelegal, twopersonnelandtworealestateitemsforexecutive
session.  

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbySmith, andagreedbyall, themeetingwasadjourned
at7:35p.m. withonelegal, twopersonnelandtworealestateitemsforexecutivesession.  

Respectfullysubmitted,  

ChristopherS. Christman
TownshipManager


