
PALMERTOWNSHIPBOARDOFSUPERVISORS
GENERALBUSINESSMEETING

MARCH27, 2012

AgeneralbusinessmeetingofthePalmerTownshipBoardofSupervisorswasheldon
Tuesday, March27, 2012at7:00p.m. intheCommunityRoomofthePalmerLibrarywithfour
Supervisorsinattendance:  RobertLammi, MichaelMitchell, Ann-MariePanellaandRobert
Smith.  DavidColverwasabsent.  AlsoinattendanceweretheTownshipManager, Directorof
PublicServices, PlanningDirector, PoliceChief, TownshipSolicitorandAttorneyVictoria
Opthof.  DinoCilibertifromPatchInternetNewsrepresentedthenewsmedia.  ViceChairman
LammiconvenedthemeetingandledthosepresentinthePledgetotheFlag.  

2. APPROVALOFDISBURSEMENTOFFUNDS – MARCH27, 2012

Thereportwillbeprovidedatthemeeting.  

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
disbursementoffundsforMarch27, 2012.   

3. APPROVALOFMINUTES – MARCH12, 2012

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
minutesofMarch12, 2012.  LammiabstainedsincehewasabsentattheMarch12meeting.  

4. SWEARINGINOFNEWPOLICECHIEFLAWRENCEPALMER

INFORMATION

DistrictJudgeJackieTaschnerwillswearinnewPoliceChiefLawrencePalmer.  

DISCUSSION

DistrictJudgeJackieTaschnersworeinLawrencePalmerasPoliceChiefofthetownship
effectiveApril2, 2012.  

TownshipManagerChristopherChristmanwelcomedChiefPalmertothetownshipand
presentedhimwithhisChiefofPoliceshield.  

DeaconWalterBright, DeaconofShilohBaptistChurchsaidsixyearsagotheyhadthree
teenageboyskilledwithinthreedaysintheirchurchcommunity.  BrightsaidPastorDavissaid
wecan’tsitaroundasachurchandwatchourchildrengetkilled.  Brightsaidwesetupa
meetingwithChiefPalmerthatlastedfourhours.  BrightsaidhepreviouslylivedinHoustonand
theirchurchinHoustonhadasummerbasketballleaguethatwasfundedbythecity’sathletic
association.  BrightsaidhereinEastonwehadnothingforthekidstodointhesummerexcept
getintotrouble.  BrightsaidChiefPalmertoldusifweorganizedit – hewouldfundit.  Hehas
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hadsuchanimpactonthesekids.  BrightpresentedaplaquetoChiefPalmeronbehalfofthe
GreaterShilohChurchcommunityandthecommunitybasketballleaguerecognizinghisimpact
onover500kidsthathavegonethroughtheprogram.  BrightalsothankedformerMayor
Mitmanforhissupportoftheprogram.  

PhilipMitman, LehighValleyEconomicDevelopmentCorporation, sharedaphotoof
oneoftheproudestdaysinhislifewhenhewasservingasMayorfortheCityofEastonwhile
servingwithLarry.  MitmansaidthephotowasfromAugust2007whenthecityreceivedPolice
AccreditationfromtheStateofPennsylvania.  Mitmansaidwewentfrombeingachallenged
departmenttooneofthe50bestdepartmentsinthestate.  MitmansaidLarryleadusthroughthe
accreditationprocess.  MitmansaidLarryPalmerisamanofintegrity, characterandis
trustworthy.  PalmerTownshiphasanincrediblechief.  

Mrs. BeverlyPalmer-MartineausaidsheisveryproudofLarry, becauseheisherson.    

5. KEYSTONEPIZZAPARTNERS, LLCREQUESTFORLIQUORLICENSE
TRANSFERANDRESOLUTIONAPPROVAL

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovetheresolutionapprovingtheliquorlicense
transfer. 

DISCUSSION

Brunosaidthisitemhasbeenpubliclyadvertisedforaninter-municipaltransferofa
liquorlicense.  KeystonePizzaPartners, LLCislookingfortheBoardsapprovaltonighttoallow
themtooperatewithaliquorlicenseinthetownship.  AttorneyMarkKozar, Flaherty & O’Hara,  
AttorneysatLawfromPittsburg, introducedSueWilkinsonfromPizzaHut.  Kozarsaidtheyare
heretorequestthetransferofaliquorlicense.  Kozarsaidtheyareaprivatelyheldcompany
headquarteredinKansaswith26PizzaHutsinthestateofPennsylvania.  KozarsaidPizzaHut
usedtohavearestaurantatanotherlocationinthetownshipbutthebuildingnolongercomplied
withPizzaHut’scorporatestandardssotheypurchasedthebuildingonFreemansburgAvenue.   
Theyhaditguttedandrebuilt.  Kozarsaidtheirrestaurantwillnothaveabar, livemusic, video
gamesorpooltables.  HoursofoperationareSundaythroughThursday10a.m. to10p.m.,  
FridaythroughSunday11a.m. to11p.m.  Webelievethelicensewouldcomplementthefood
weserve.    

OnmotionbyPanella, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyall, theBoardapprovedthe
resolutionapprovingtheliquorlicensetransferrelatedtoKeystonePizzaPartners, LLC.  

6. OFF-PREMISESSIGNORDINANCE

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovetheOff-PremisesSignOrdinance.    

DISCUSSION
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CarmansaidinDecemberwepassedadigitalandelectronicsignordinance.  This
amendmentistoclean-upaniteminourordinancerelatedtooffpremisessignsorbillboardsthat
includedadifferentmeasurementfromaresidentialdistrict.  Carmansaidthisamendment
requiresthemeasurementbedoneinthesamemannerregardlessofthetypeofsignwhichis300
feetfromanyresidentiallotline.  Carmansaidwhenwewrotethedigitalordinanceitwasfive
feetalongtheroadwayinfrontofthesignnottheradiusaroundit.  Thiswillrequireittobe
measuredthesameforallsignsandtheymustbe300feetfromanyresidentiallotline.  Lammi
saidtheonlysectionoftheordinancebeingchangedissectionG6whereweaddedhowthe300
feetistobemeasured.  

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
Off-PremisesSignOrdinance.  

7. REQUESTTOENTERTAINZONINGMAPAMENDMENT

INFORMATION

Thisisafollow-upitemfromtheJanuary24, 2012BoardofSupervisorsmeeting.  Mr.  
Oienihasattemptedtocontacttheneighboringpropertyowner. TheBoardneedsto
approve/disapprovetherezoningrequest. 

DISCUSSION

LammireviewedtheparcelsaroundMr. Oieni’spropertywhereheisrequestingazoning
changefromLI (LightIndustrial) toGC (GeneralCommercial).  Carmansaidwhenthiswas
previouslydiscussedtherewasconcernaboutleavingasmallislandofLIinthearea.  Carman
saidwerequestedMr. Oienicontacttheadjoiningpropertyowner.  Mr. Oieniattemptedto
contactthepropertyownerbuthehasnotreceivedanyreplyandhasbeentoldheisoutofthe
country.  BrunoaskedifthePlanningDirectorhadanyissuesmakingtheareaallGC.  Carman
saidshehadnoproblemwiththat.  Lammisaidthepropertynextdoorwouldbegrandfatheredin
asLI.  CarmanclarifiedthatifthepropertynextdoorwasrezonedtoGCtheexistingusewould
begrandfathered.  Brunosaidiftheprocesstorezonewasstarted, allpropertyownerswould
receivedirectnoticeandpostingnotice.  Nothingcouldbedonewithoutthatnoticebeinggiven.   
Thatwouldgivethatpropertyownertheopportunitytobeheard.  Smithsaidifweentertain
doingitonthecornerweshouldentertainitforallpropertiesinthearea.  Carmannotedthe
churchisalsointheLIdistrict.  Lammisaidhewouldbeconcernedaboutspotzoningsohe
wouldonlyagreewithitifwewouldbemakingthethreeparcelsGC.  Lammisaidhehasno
problemallowingthezoningprocesstobegin.  Carmanaskedifthetownshipwantstorequire
Mr. Oienitosubmithisrequestforallthreeproperties.  Brunoagreeditwouldbebest.     

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardagreedto
entertainthezoningmapamendmentconditionedonitincludingallthreeparcelsandthe
applicantposttherequiredescrowtocoverprofessionalfeesincurredintheprocess.  

8. PUBLICCOMMENT

None

9. REPORTS
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Solicitor
BrunohandedaproposedordinancetotheBoardtoreviewrelatedtothePalmer
TownshipMunicipalSewerAuthority.  Brunonotednoactionisrequiredtonight.   
BrunosaidaftertheBoardreviewstheordinanceitcanbeputonthenextagendafor
discussionandifacceptableatthattime, itcouldbeapprovedforadvertising.  Lammi
saidamemberoftheTatamySewerAuthoritycontactedhimandsaidhewasunder
theimpressionunlessalldebtwasresolvedthiscouldnotbedone.  Fromhis
perspectivehethoughtourauthoritywasstillpayingTatamyforthecommonline
goingalongtheBushkillCreek.  Brunosaidhewouldhavetolookintoitbecause he
wasinformedtherewasnodebt.  ChristmansaidthePTMSAdoesnothaveany
outstandingbondsorpaymentsofdebt.  Christmansaidhewillrevisittheissuewith
Mr. Hoskingtomorrow.  
BrunohadanextensionagreementforPenn’sGrantEstates, LPrequestingan
extensionuntilApril30, 2013tobeabletocompletetheirpublicimprovements.   
Carmansaidtheyhaveanumberoflotsnotyetsoldorbuilton.  Carmansaidthey
don’twanttofinishtheroadsuntiltheconstructionisfinished.  Lammisaidthelaw
passedtwoyearsagoputsthelawonthesideofthebuilderrelatedtoimprovements.   
Brunosaidtheyareaskingforaperiodoftimestillshorterthanthelawallows.  On
motionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardauthorizedthe
Chairmantosigntheextensionagreement.  
Brunohadaresolutiontoacceptdedicationofright-of-wayforthe
Pigliacampi/PolomchaklotlineadjustmentplanlocatedalongMineLaneRoadfor
017acres.  OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoard

authorizedtheChairmantosigntheresolutionacceptingtheright-of-way.  
BrunohadanextensionrequestfortheVallaMedicalOfficerequestinganextension
untilOctober25, 2012, tobeabletopostsecurityandenterintotheirland
developmentagreement.  OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedby
four, theBoardauthorizedtheChairmantosigntheextensionagreement.  
BrunohadanextensionrequestfromGaryStrausserfortheSheetzdevelopment
requestinganextensionoftimeuntilMay31, 2012, toenterintoanagreementwith
thetownshiptorecordtheirplanandenterintoalanddevelopmentimprovements
agreement.  OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyfour, the
BoardauthorizedtheChairmantosigntheextensionagreement.  
Brunohadonelitigationitemforexecutivesession.  

TownshipManager
ChristmanwelcomedPaulWeissfromBethlehemTownship.  
ChristmanthankedBruceFretzforhisservicetothetownshipandrecognizedthat
tonightwouldbehislastofficialBoardmeetingasChief.  Christmansaidfortheten
monthsI’vebeenmanagerBrucehasbeenveryforthcomingwithinformation.   
Christmansaidthankyouforover40yearsofservicetoPalmerTownship.  
ChristmansaidbackinApril2011therewasasewerbackupat2989OldNazareth
Road.  ChristmansaidhehadanIndemnificationandHoldHarmlessAgreement
readytobesignedbytheViceChairmantonightrelatedtothatsewerblockage.  On
motionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardauthorized
theViceChairmantosigntheagreement.  
Christmanhadonepersonnelitemforexecutivesession.  
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PlanningDirector
CarmanreviewedtheitemsontheupcomingZoningHearingBoardnoticewiththe
Board.    

PublicServicesDirector
AdamssaidthetownshipRecyclingCoordinatorhasaskedforassistanceinfilinga
Section902GrantforupgradingandrelocatingtheexistingHartleyAvenuerecycling
center.  Adamssaidhewillbeassistingherwiththatrequest.  

PoliceChief
ChiefFretzsaidthenewspeedboardarrivedanditincludestwounitsthatcanalsobe
mountedonpoles.  Fretzsaidthecostwas $17,000andwaspaidforfromforfeiture
funds.  
FretzsaidheappreciatedtheopportunitytoservePalmerTownshipforthepast41-½   
years.  

Supervisors
SmiththankedChiefFretzforhisserviceandsaidhehasalwaysbeenagreatguyto
workwithandheappreciatedallthetimeservedtothetownship.    
Smithhadonepersonnelitemforexecutivesession.  
LammisaidheandChiefFretzgowaybackbecausetheyliveinthesame
neighborhoodandtheirkidsgrewuptogether.  Lammisaidhehasalwaysrespected
BruceandhisfamilyandheisaverygoodChiefandheappreciateseverythinghe
hasdoneforthetownship.  LammisaidastheonlyretiredsupervisorontheBoard, I
believeyouwillloveretirement.  Goodluck.  
PanellawishedChiefFretztheverybestandsaidtoenjoylife.  Panellawishedallthe
happinesstoBruceandhisfamily.   
MitchellthankedChiefFretznotingtheyusedtoworktogether.  Mitchellsaidto
enjoyandrelaxandwishedhimluck.  

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, themeetingwas
adjournedat8:00p.m. withtwopersonnelandonelitigationitemforexecutivesession.  

Respectfullysubmitted,  

ChristopherS. Christman
TownshipManager


