
PALMERTOWNSHIPBOARDOFSUPERVISORS
GENERALBUSINESSMEETING

MARCH12, 2012

AgeneralbusinessmeetingofthePalmerTownshipBoardofSupervisorswasheldon
Monday, March12, 2012at7:00p.m. intheCommunityRoomofthePalmerLibrarywithfour
Supervisorsinattendance:  DavidColver, MichaelMitchell, Ann-MariePanellaandRobert
Smith.  RobertLammiwasabsent.  AlsoinattendanceweretheTownshipManager, Directorof
PublicServices, andPoliceChief.  SolicitorBrunowasabsent.  DinoCilibertifromPatch
InternetNewsandAdamClarkfromtheMorningCallrepresentedthenewsmedia.  Colver
convenedthemeetingandledthosepresentinthePledgetotheFlag.  

2. APPROVALOFDISBURSEMENTOFFUNDS – MARCH5, 2012ANDMARCH12,  
2012

Thereportwillbeprovidedatthemeeting.  

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
disbursementoffundsforMarch5, 2012

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
disbursementoffundsforMarch12, 2012.  

3. APPROVALOFMINUTES – FEBRUARY28, 2012

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyPanella, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
minutesofFebruary28, 2012.    

4. NEIGHBORHOODIMPROVEMENTDISTRICT PUBLICMEETING

INFORMATION

ThisitemisbeingtableduntiltheApril2, 2012meeting.  

DISCUSSION

ColversaidthisitemisgoingtobetableduntilourApril2, 2012meetingbutweshould
approveadvertisingofthatpublicmeetingtonight.  

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyfour, theBoardauthorized
advertisingofthePublicMeetingfortheApril2, 2012BoardofSupervisorsmeeting.  

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardtabledthisitem
untiltheApril2, 2012BoardofSupervisorsmeeting.  
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5. COMPASSIONATEFRIENDSPRESENTATION

INFORMATION

JamieCollinswillbepresenttomakeapresentationonbehalfoftheCompassionate
FriendsGroup. 

DISCUSSION

ColversaidtheBoardpreviouslysaidtheywereinfavoroftheconceptsthe
CompassionateFriendsgrouppresentedtous.  Colversaidtheyarebackheretonighttopresent
theirplan.  JamieCollinssaidtheyarepresentingamemorialbutterflygardenthatwillprovidea
peacefulmeditativestateforpeopletoreflect.  CollinsreviewedtheplanwiththeBoardthat
includedashadycalmspaceattheentranceareawiththegroup’slogodesigninthecenterofthe
gardenareasurroundedwithinscribedpavers.  Collinssaidtheymetwiththetownshipstaff to
discussgradingandwewillcontinuetoworkwiththemtomakesurewedonothaveany
gradingissuesonsite.  Collinssaidtheywouldalsoliketousesomeoftherocksthatremainon
thesite.  

ColversaidwepreviouslysaidwefeltthisfitsrightinwiththePierceGardenandnow
withtheMiracleLeaguefieldstarted, everythingfitsverynicely.  Colversaidwhatever
contractoryouhirewillneedtosupplythetownshipwithproofofinsuranceandhavethe
townshiplistedasanadditionalinsured.  Colveraskediftherewouldbewateronthesite.   
Adamssaidwetalkedaboutextendingthewaterlineclosertotheirgarden.  Collinssaidthere
shouldbeenoughvolunteerstowaterandmaintainthegarden.    

JohnSzabothankedtheBoardfortheirconsideration.  Szabosaidtheyhaveajoint
meetingonFridaywithtwootherchaptersintheareawherewewillbemakingthissame
presentation.  Szabosaidtheirnewslettercommunityincludes540families; withtheEaston
chapteralonehavingmorethan100members, andoveronedozenmembersinPalmer
Township.  Szabosaidmemberswillvolunteerforupkeep, watering, etc.  Collinssaidyou
typicallygetaonetotwoyearwarrantyonplantingsfromthenurseryandifwegetagood
gardengroupinvolved – upkeepwon’tbeaproblem.  

Colveraskedabouttiming.  Szabosaidrealisticallywearelookingatthefallofthisyear.    
Szabosaidthereisasubstantialamountoffundsavailablefromthenationalorganizationfor
projectslikethisthattheywouldlikeustobeginspending.  Colversaideverythinglooksgood
anditisnowinyourhandstofollowthroughandimplementthegarden.  Szabosaidatthelast
meetingyoudiscussedanagreementwiththetownship.  Colversaidwewillcheckwithour
solicitoronthatrequirement.  ColveraskedtheTownshipManagertofollowupwiththe
Solicitorontheagreementrequirements.  Colversaidwearelookingforwardtohavingthe
gardenontheCharlesChrinCommunityCentersite.  

6. PUBLICCOMMENT

BobbieFraunfelter, 225BrodtRoad, Bangor, saidsheworksinthetownshipandshehad
amishapafewweeksagoonNewlinsMillRoad.  Fraunfeltersaidshehitamassivepotholeand
gotaflattireanditbenttherimofhervehicle.  Fraunfeltersaidtherimcouldnotberepaired
anditcosther $267.12toreplaceit.  Fraunfeltersaidshetriedtoturnitintoherinsurance
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companybuttheytoldheritwouldraiseherrates.  I’maskingthatthetownshipreimburseme
mycoststofixtherim.  Colversaidwewouldbeopeningupahugecanofwormsifwewould
takecareofyourbill.  Fraunfeltersaidintheseeconomictimesitisnotfairthatshehastocover
acostlikethisthatwasn’therfault.  Mitchellsaidacomprehensiveclaimshouldnotraiseyour
insurancerates.  Colversaidwesympathizewithyourconcernbutthereisnowaywecancover
thingslikethis.  FraunfelteraskedthattheBoardconsiderthisbecauseoftheextensivesizeof
thepothole.  FraunfeltersaidtheFehnelswholiveatthepropertyasideofthepotholesaidthe
holehadbeenthereforsometime.  ColversuggestedtheTownshipManagercheckwithour
insurancecompanytoseeiftheywouldcoveraclaimlikethisandtofollow-upwithMs.  
Fraunfelter.  

7. REPORTS

TownshipManager
ChristmansaidtheNorthamptonCountyAssociationofTownshipOfficials
ExecutiveBoardmetlastweekandhewasnominatedastheirvotingdelegateatthis
year’sannualPSATSconvention.  
ChristmansaidtheNorthamptonCountyTaxCollectionCommitteewillbemeeting
thisThursdaytodiscusstheAllentownNIZzone.  
ChristmansaidthePidcockCompanyismeetingwiththeNorthamptonCounty
ConservationDistrictthisweek.  Christmansaidtheyarehopefulpermitswillbe
issuedbymid-summerforthenewPublicWorksBuilding.  
ChristmansaidatthelastmeetingtheBoardintroducedLarryPalmerasthenew
ChiefofPoliceforthetownship.  Christmansaidhehasthenecessaryemployment
documentsrelatedtoChiefPalmerreadyforapproval.  OnmotionbySmith,  
secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardauthorizedtheChairmantosign
theemploymentdocuments.  
Christmanhadtwopersonnel, onerealestateandonelegalitemforexecutivesession.  

PublicServicesDirector
AdamssaidtomorrowatRiversideParktheywillbegintheinstallationofthefence
aroundtheshootingrange.  

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, themeetingwas
adjournedat7:32p.m. withtwopersonnel, onerealestateandonelegalitemforexecutive
session.  

Respectfullysubmitted,  

ChristopherS. Christman
TownshipManager


