
PALMERTOWNSHIPBOARDOFSUPERVISORS
GENERALBUSINESSMEETING

FEBRUARY28, 2012

AgeneralbusinessmeetingofthePalmerTownshipBoardofSupervisorswasheldon
Tuesday, February28, 2012at7:00p.m. intheCommunityRoomofthePalmerLibrarywith
fourSupervisorsinattendance:  DavidColver, MichaelMitchell, Ann-MariePanellaandRobert
Smith.  RobertLammiparticipatedinaportionofthemeetingthroughvideoconference.  Alsoin
attendanceweretheTownshipManager, PlanningDirector, DirectorofPublicServices, Police
ChiefandAttorneyVictoriaOpthoffromtheTownshipSolicitorsOffice.  Colvernoted
TownshipSolicitorBrunowasabsenttonightbecausehismotherpassedawayovertheweekend.   
JerryBrahmfromPatchInternetNews, PamSroka-HolzmannfromtheExpressTimesandTony
NaurothfromtheMorningCallrepresentedthenewsmedia.  Colverconvenedthemeetingand
ledthosepresentinthePledgetotheFlag.  

2. APPROVALOFDISBURSEMENTOFFUNDS – FEBRUARY28, 2012

Thereportwillbeprovidedatthemeeting.  

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyPanella, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyall, theBoardapprovedthe
disbursementoffundsforFebruary13, 2012.  

3. APPROVALOFMINUTES – FEBRUARY13, 2012

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
thminutesofFebruary13, 2012.  LammiabstainedsincehedidnotattendtheFebruary13

meeting.  

4. INTRODUCTIONOFNEWPOLICECHIEF

DISCUSSION

ColversaidourcurrentPoliceChief, BruceFretz, announcedhisretirementaboutone
andahalfmonthsagostatinghewouldberetiringeffectiveMarch31, 2012.  Colversaidthe
BoardhiredtheDavisonGrouptoadministertherecruitingandinterviewprocess.  Wehad27
applicantsthatwerenarroweddowntonine.  Heishappytoannouncetonightwearereadyto
takeactionandwelcomeLarryPalmerasthenewChiefofPoliceforPalmerTownship.  His
startdateisMonday, April2, 2012.  ColversaidChiefPalmerwillbesworninattheMarch27,  
2012meeting.  

ColvermadeamotiontohireLarryPalmerasthePalmerTownshipPoliceChief
effectiveApril2, 2012.  ThemotionwassecondedbyPanella, andagreedbyall.  

LarryPalmersaidhehaslivedinPalmerTownshipfor23yearsanditmeansalottohim
tobeabletoservehishomecommunity.  PalmersaidhehasalsobeenpartoftheEastonPolice
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Departmentfor23years, servingasChieffor13years.  Palmersaidhelovesthepeoplehehas
workedwithandheislookingforwardtoanewchallenge.  PalmerthankedtheBoardof
Supervisorsfortheirvoteofconfidence.  BobLammileftthevideoconference.  

5. UPDATEANDDISCUSSIONONTHENEWWASTEANDRECYCLING
CONTRACT

INFORMATION

CindyOatiswillbepresenttoupdatetheBoardontheupcomingwasteandrecycling
contract.  

DISCUSSION

CindyOatissaidtheywouldliketogooutforRFP’s (requestforproposal) forlandfill
andrecyclingvendors.  Oatissaidbyseparatingthetwoitmakesthebiddingprocessmore
accurateandevenstheplayingfieldforhaulers.  Oatissaidinthepastthebiddersneededto
bondbothcontractsandithaseliminatedsmallerhaulerswhocouldnotaffordtodothat.  Oatis
saidoncewegettheRFP’sbackwewillbereadytosendthebidspecsout.  Itshouldpositionus
forthebestpricewecouldpossiblyget.  ColveraskedwheretheEnvironmentalSteering
Committee (ESC) isheadedregardingatimeschedule.  Oatissaidwearestilllookingatthree
options:  unlimited, automatedrecyclingandautomatedrecyclingandwaste.  Panellaaskedif
thesinglestreamisonlyanoptionifwechooseautomated.  Oatissaiditcanbefordualand
singlestream.  Oatissaidtherecyclingcontainerswecurrentlyusewillnothandlesinglestream.   
Usinganautomatedrecyclingcontainerwouldhelpanditwouldhavealid.  Atoterwoulddo
themostforcontrollingtheamountofwaste.  Colveraskedifitwouldbeanightmaretohave
twodifferentsizetoters.  Oatissaidthatwillbeaninterestingdecisionfortheadministrationto
decide.  Oatissaidthe96gallontoterhasthesamesizefootprintasthesmallertoter.  Thelarge
oneisjustaseasytomovearoundasthesmallertoter.  Colversaidhewasn’tthinkingaboutthe
weightissuebutmoreapriceissue.  Oatissaidmostmunicipalitieschargethesameforboth
sizes.  Oatissaidthe96gallonissufficientforafamilyoffiveaslongastheyarerecycling.    

Oatissaidwealsoneedtodiscussbulkitempickup.  Wecouldgotoaquarterlypickup
scheduleorpossiblyimplementastickerprogram.  OatissaidshespoketoValColbethinthe
SewerBillingDepartmentandshefeltthestickerprogramwouldbedoable.  Oatissaidwehad
onepublicinformationalmeetingsofar.  Colversaidhelikestheideaofnobulkitemsunless
youbuyasticker.  Oatissaidthecommunitiesthatareusingtotersaremuchcleanerbecause
theydonothavetrashblowingaround.     

Christmansaidbreakingthebidintothreeseparatecomponentswillbenefitusinthelong
run.  Oatissaidin2010thestateperformancegrantsweredecreasedby40%.  OatissaidPalmer
Townshipjustcrestedthe $2millionmarkingrantsreceivedtodate.  Anautomatedprogram
wouldincreaseourrecycling.  Ifwewenttorecyclingandwastecontainerswecouldseea
significantincreaseingrantfunding.  Christmansaidhethinkswewillseerealcompetitive
pricingnowbecausealloftheseoptionshavenowhitareacommunities.  TheBoardagreedthey

thwouldliketoseetheRFP’sbacktothemattheMarch27 meeting.  Oatissaidshewouldhave
theRFP’stotheSolicitor’sofficebytheendofthisweekforhimtomakecommentsorchanges.   

thWeshouldbeabletohavethembacktoyoubyMarch27.    
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thPanellaannouncedthattheESCmeetingsareheldthe4 Wednesdayofeachmonthfrom
7:00to8:00p.m.  Therewillbeapresentationmadeforthenext3monthsontheoptions
availableandasampleofthetoterswillbeondisplayaswell.  

6. DISCUSSIONANDAPPROVALOFENGINEERINGSERVICESFORPUBLIC
WORKSFACILITY

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovetheengineeringservicesforthenewpublic
worksfacilityasoutlinedintheFebruary9, 2012letterfromtheTownshipEngineer.  

DISCUSSION

ChristmansaidasyouallknowweareintheprocessofdevelopingthesiteonHartley
Avenueforthenewpublicworksfacility.  ChristmansaidwereviewedproposalsfromVanCleef
EngineeringandthePidcockCompanyandwearereadyforamotiontomoveforwardand
acceptthePidcockCompanyletterdatedFebruary9, 2012.      

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapproved
engineeringservicesbythePidcockCompanyforthenewpublicworksfacility.  

7. RESCINDINGOFRESOLUTION2011-08APPLICATIONFORPERMITTO
INSTALLANDOPERATETRAFFICSIGNALS

INFORMATION

ThisresolutionwasreplacedbyResolutions2012-03and2012-04attheFebruary13,  
2012Boardmeeting, attherequestofPennDOT.  PennDOTnowrequiresindividualresolutions
forboththenorthboundandsouthboundramps.  TheBoardneedstorescindresolution2011-08
ApplicationforPermittoInstallandOperateTrafficSignals.  

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyfour, theBoardrescinded
resolution2011-08ApplicationforPermittoInstallandOperateTrafficSignals.  

8. APPROVALOFMORGANSTANLEYSMITHBARNEYCONTRACTFORNON- 
UNIFORMPENSIONPLAN

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovetheMorganStanleySmithBarneyAdvisory
ContractallowingthemtomanagethefundsofthePalmerTownshipNon-UniformPension
Plan.  

DISCUSSION
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ChristmansaidtheUniformPensionPlaniscurrentlymanagedbyMorganStanleySmith
Barneyandithasperformedextremelywell.  ChristmansaidthetownshipNon-UniformPension
PlaniscurrentlywiththePSATSplanthroughNationwide.  Christmansaidheisrecommending
wemovetheNon-UniformPlantoMorganStanleySmithBarneyinasimilararrangementand
utilizetheirfinancialservices.  AttorneyOpthofsaidtheirofficewillrequiresomefurthertimeto
completethereviewofthecontractbuttheBoardcouldapprovethecontracttonightconditioned
uponsatisfactoryreviewandapprovaloftheSolicitor.  Colveraskedifthereareanypenalties
formovingthefundsfromeitherPSATSorintoMorganStanleySmithBarney.  Colverasked
theTownshipmanagertomakesuretherewillnotbeanyfeesfromtheoldornewfund
managers.  ChristmansaidontheMorganStanleySmithBarneysidetheanswerisno, buthe
willverifythattherearenofeesonPSATSend.  

OnmotionbyPanella, secondedbySmith, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
MorganStanleySmithBarneyAdvisoryContractallowingthemtomanagethefundsofthe
PalmerTownshipNon-UniformPensionPlanconditionedonsatisfactoryreviewandapproval
fromtheSolicitor.  

9. DESTRUCTIONOFTOWNSHIPRECORDSRESOLUTION

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovethedestructionofrecordsresolution.  

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbySmith, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
DestructionofRecordsresolution.  

10. APPOINTMENTOFAUDITORRESOLUTION

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovetheauditorresolutionappointingPalmer &  
Companyasthetownshipauditortoperformtheauditofthebooksandrecordsofthetownship
for2011.  

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyall, theBoardapprovedPalmer
Companyasthetownshipauditortoperformtheauditofthebooksandrecordsofthe

townshipfor2011.  

11. RESOLUTIONSUPPORTINGPREVAILINGWAGEREFORM

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovetheresolutionsupportingprevailingwage
reform.  
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DISCUSSION

ColversaidHouseBill1329and1685awaitfinalvoteintheHouseofRepresentatives.   
Colversaidthesebillswouldsupplyfiscalreliefformunicipalities.  Colverreviewedcurrent
limitsthetownshipisrequiredtoabidebywhendoinganycontractedworkandsaidthisisway
overdue.  

OnmotionbyColver, secondedbySmith, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
resolutionsupportingprevailingwagereform.  

12. REQUESTFROMFAMILYYMCAOFEASTON, PHILLIPSBURG & VICINITY
FORUSEOFFAIRVIEWPARK

INFORMATION

TheRecreationBoardrecommendedapprovalattheirFebruary21, 2012meeting.  The
Boardneedstoapprove/disapprovetherequesttouseFairviewParkfortheYMCA’sannualJuly

th4 FirecrackerRace.  

DISCUSSION

ColversaidwereceivethisrequesteveryyearandtheRecreationBoardreviewedthe
requestandrecommendedapprovalbyus.  

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
thYMCAusingFairviewParkfortheirannualJuly4 FirecrackerRace.  

13. 2251NEWLINSMILLROADSECURITYRELEASE

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovethesecurityreleasefor2251NewlinsMillRoad
intheamountof $146,470.50

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyall, theBoardapprovedthe
securityreleasefor2251NewlinsMillRoadintheamountof $146,470.50.  

14. PROJECTUPDATE – PENNDOTROUTE248REPAIRPROJECT

INFORMATION

PennDOTandits’ contractor (Eckman) willbeconstructingrepairsandinstallingan
thoverlayforRoute248andaportionofSouth25 StreetinPalmerTownshipthissummer.  A

projectoverviewisattachedandtheManagerandPublicServicesDirectorcanprovide
additionaldetails.  

DISCUSSION
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ColversaidthisisaPennDOTprojectthatextendsfromtheLowerNazarethTownship
boundaryline, neartheRoute248DinerandextendssouthtotheEastonAreaHighSchool
property.  ColversaidtheprojectwillbeginMarch5, 2012andrunthroughSeptember30, 2012
withtheworkbeingdoneduringoff-peaktraffictimesbetween8p.m. to6:00a.m.  

15. BEERSFENCEAGREEMENT

INFORMATION

Theownerof2735WashingtonStreetisrequestingtoinstalla6’ highvinylprivacy
fenceinatownshipdrainageeasementontheirpropertyandtheproposedagreementisattached
fortheSupervisor’sconsideration.  ThePublicServicesDirectordoesnotopposethefence
agreement.  

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapprovedthe
BeersFenceAgreementfor2735WashingtonStreet.  

16. PUBLICCOMMENT

None

17. REPORTS

Solicitor
OpthofhadanextensionagreementfromStrausserEnterprisesfortheSheetzproject
requestinganextensionuntilMarch31, 2012.  OnmotionbySmith, secondedby
Panella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardauthorizedtheChairmantosigntheextension
agreement.  
OpthofhadanextensionrequestfromFMF, LLCrequestinganextensionuntilJune

th20, 2012.  Colversaidthisisthepropertyon27 Street.  OnmotionbySmith,  
secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyfour, theBoardauthorizedtheChairmantosign
theextensionagreement.  
OpthofhadanextensionrequestfromWoodridgeFalls3, Lot4, requestingan
extensionoftimeuntilMarch10, 2013, tocompletetheirpublicimprovements.  On
motionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardauthorizedthe
Chairmantosigntheextensionagreement.  

TownshipManager
ChristmanwelcomedLarryPalmerandsaidheislookingforwardtoworkingwith
him.    
ChristmansaidtheOfficialPaymentsAddendumallowingustocollecttownshipreal
estatetaxpaymentsbycreditcardisnowinfinalformfortheChairman’ssignature.   
OnmotionbyPanella, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyfour, theBoard
authorizedtheChairmantosigntheaddendum.  
ChristmansaidtheNorthamptonCountyandLehighCountyTaxCollection
Committee’sheldajointmeetingtodiscusstheNIZZoneinAllentownandhowit
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mayimpactlocalrealestatetaxes.  ChristmansaidtheCityofAllentownhasno
informationonhowitwillimpactareamunicipalities, butitcouldimpactusforthe
next30yearsforprojectswithinthezone.  ChristmansaidsomeLehighValley
TownshipManagershavemetwithpublicofficials.  Afollow-upmeetingis
scheduledinMarchwhereweanticipatemoreinformationfromAllentown.   
ChristmansaidheistryingtofindouthowmanyPalmerresidentsworkinthezone
andhowitmayaffectus.   
Christmanhadthreepersonnelandtworealestateitemsforexecutivesession.  

PlanningDirector
CarmansaidatthelastPlanningCommissionmeetingtheyreviewedarevisedplan
forthePalmerViewprojectonVanBurenRoad.  Carmansaidsinceitwasapproved
backinNovember2010thereisanewdevelopmentteaminvolvedandtheyare
makingchangestothetypesofbuildings.  ItwillbecomingbackbeforethePlanning
Commissionandthenontoyou.  
CarmansaidthereisnoZoningHearingBoardmeetingscheduledforMarch.  

PublicServicesDirector
Adamssaidtheconstructionofthepolebuildingattheathleticcomplexhasstarted.  
Adamssaidtherearesomefieldsbeingmovedoverattheathleticcomplexandwe
receivedapprovalfromtheSchoolDistricttoexpandField #6.  

Supervisors
SmithsaidatthelastRecreationBoardmeetingDanMcKinneyaskedforanupdate
regardingthestatusoftheSolicitor’sreviewofthecontractforthenewelectronic
enrollmentsystematthecommunitycenter.  ChristmansaidSolicitorBrunoworked
throughtheagreementwithMyLeagueRegistrationandhesignedtheagreementand
ithasbeensentbacktoMyLeagueRegistrationforthemtosign.  Christmansaid
theywouldliketousethenewsystemforpoolregistrationsthisyear.  
SmithsaidweallknowaboutthefireinthetownshipearlyMondaymorning.    
SmithsaidtheFireDepartmentdidafantasticjobaswellasthePoliceDepartment.  
ColversaidregardingthefireonWillowDrive, hethankedtheFireDepartmentat
theirmeetinglasteveningandaskedthattheysharehisthankyouwithsurrounding
departmentsthathelpedout.  Colversaidluckilytherewasnooneinjured.  Colver
saidatthemeetinglastnightthedepartmentbroughtonanothernewfullmemberand
anothermemberwhowillbeinhissix-monthprobationperiod.  Colversaidthe
numbersinthedepartmenthavebeenverygoodandturnouthasbeengreat.  

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, themeetingwas
adjournedat7:55p.m. withthreepersonnelandtworealestateitemsforexecutivesession.  

Respectfullysubmitted,  

ChristopherS. Christman
TownshipManager


