
PALMERTOWNSHIPBOARDOFSUPERVISORS
GENERALBUSINESSMEETING

JANUARY24, 2012

AgeneralbusinessmeetingofthePalmerTownshipBoardofSupervisorswasheldon
Tuesday, January24, 2012at7:00p.m. intheCommunityRoomofthePalmerLibrarywithall
Supervisorsinattendance:  DavidColver, RobertLammi, MichaelMitchell, Ann-MariePanella
andRobertSmith.  AlsoinattendanceweretheTownshipManager, PlanningDirector, Director
ofPublicServices, PoliceChief, TownshipSolicitorandAttorneyVictoriaOpthof.  KrisPorter
fromPatchInternetNewsandAdamClarkfromtheMorningCallrepresentedthenewsmedia.   
ColverconvenedthemeetingandledthosepresentinthePledgetotheFlag.   

2. APPROVALOFDISBURSEMENTOFFUNDS –JANUARY24, 2012

Thereportwillbeprovidedatthemeeting.  

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyall, theBoardapprovedthe
disbursementoffundsforJanuary24, 2012.  

3. APPROVALOFMINUTES – JANUARY9, 2012

DISCUSSION

Brunonotedtochangetheword “contents” onthesecondlineofpagethreeto “context”  
andinthenineteenthrowofpagethreetochange “$100,000” to “$1,000,000.”  

OnmotionbyLammi, secondedbySmith, andagreedbyall, theBoardapprovedthe
minutesofJanuary9, 2012withtheabovetwochanges.  

4. REQUESTTOENTERTAINZONINGMAPAMENDMENT

INFORMATION

FrankOieniisrequestingthattheBoardentertainanamendmenttotheZoningMapto
rezonehispropertyat601StonesCrossingRoadfromLightIndustrial (LI) toGeneral
Commercial (GC).  TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovetherequest.  

DISCUSSION

ColveraskedifthewholeareaiszonedLightIndustrial (LI).  Carmenexplainedthatthis
parcelandthepropertynexttoitiszonedLIandeverythingarounditiszonedGeneral
Commercial (GC).  CarmansaidMr. Oieniishavingtroublegettinganyoneinterestedinthe
propertyandhefeelshemaybeabletogetmoreactivityifthepropertywaszonedGC.  Colver
saiditisonlyatwoorthreeacreparcel.  LammisaiditwaszonedLIbecauseatonetimethere
wasamanufacturingcompanyonthatsite.  Carmansaidifthispropertyischangeditleavesa
smallpocketofLIbehindit.  Colversaidwecan’tleavethatparcelonanislandofLIbyitself.   
ColversuggestthetownshiprecommendMr. OienicontactMr. Kharecha, theadjoiningproperty
owner, tohaveadiscussionregardinghisrequest.  IfKharechaisgrandfatheredinforhis
existinguseitwouldn’tbeaproblemhavingeverythingaroundhimGC.  



BOARDOFSUPERVISORS PAGE2 JANUARY24, 2012

5. COMMUNITYCENTERON-LINEREGISTRATIONSYSTEMDISCUSSION

INFORMATION

DanMcKinneywillbepresenttodiscussanewon-lineregistrationsystemthe
communitycenterandAthleticAssociationwouldliketobeginusing.  TheBoardneedsto
approve/disapprovethenewon-linesystemandauthorizetheTownshipManagertosignthe
agreement.  

DISCUSSION

CommunityCenterDirectorDanMcKinneysaidtheagreementneedstobereviewedby
theTownshipSolicitor.  BrunosaidhewouldliketoknowiftheBoardisinagreementwiththe
concept.  McKinneysaiditisoversimplificationofourcurrentsystemandwouldreduceman
hoursrequiredduetotheautomation.  McKinneysaidthereareissueswithourcurrentsystemin
workingwiththeAthleticAssociation (AA).  Ittakestoolongofaperiodoftimetogetthe
informationtotheAA.  Brunoaskedifthenewsystemwasjustgoingtobeusedforsports
registration.  McKinneysaidinthelongrunhewouldliketouseisforsportsandeverythingelse
atthecenter, fitnessclasses, pooletc.  Lammisaidthesystemtheyhavenowyouhavetogoto
thecommunitycenterwebsiteandthennavigatetoeachindividualsporttoregister.  Withthis
newsystemthereisonespottogotoanditbringsyourightintothesystemwhereyouchoose
whatyouwanttoregisterfor.  Lammisaiditismuchsimplerfortheemployeeatthecommunity
centerandtheenduser.  Smithsaidthecurrentsystemtakestheinformationandthatneedstobe
putintoaspreadsheetbytheemployeesatthecommunitycenterbeforeitcanbeturnedoverto
theAA; ithastoomanysteps.  McKinneysaidtherearealsoatonoffeatureswiththisnew
system.  Thefamilywouldbenefitaswellbecauseitwillpopulateacalendarforeachuser.  

Brunosaidtherearetwoorganizationsinvolved, MYLEAGUEREIGSTRATION, LLC
andthenProPaywhohandlestheonlinepayments.  McKinneysaidthatiscorrect.  McKinney
saidtheyareafairlynewbusinesssotherearen’tallotofpeopleusingtheirsystemyet.   
McKinneysaidhewouldliketostartwithonesportasatrialbasisandthengofromthere.   
McKinneysaidyoucancreateyourteamsinthesystembyclickinganddraggingnamesto
differentteams.  Itgeneratesemailstotheparticipantstellingthemwhatteamtheyareonwith
theircoach’snamesandcontactinformation.  McKinneysaiditisbasicallya $4.70feefora $50
registrationfee.  TheAAiswillingtoaddthe $5totheirregistrationfeetocovertheexpense.   
BrunoaskedifitisanAAtoolwhyisthecommunitycenterenteringintothecontract.  Smith
saidthecommunitycenterdoesalltheregistrationsfortheAAnow.  Brunosaidhehassome
issueswiththecurrentagreement.  Brunosaidintoday’smarketsomanycompaniesare
committingtodoajobforyoubutdon’taccepttheresponsibilityforanythingtheyaredoing.   
Brunosaidhewouldwanttoworkonsomeofthetermsintheagreementthatwouldbeafair
exchangeforservices.  Panellaaskedhowsafetheyareinpreventinghackersfromthesystem.   
Lammisaidthesitehassecurecoding.    

OnmotionbyLammi, secondedbySmith, andagreedbyall, theBoardapprovedthe
agreementforthenewon-lineregistrationsystematthecommunitycentersubjecttothe
agreementbeinginasatisfactoryformbytheTownshipSolicitor.  

6. BIPCOMMUNITY5KRACEDISCUSSION

INFORMATION
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TheBusinessIndustrialProfessionalGroupisproposinga5KRaceforCommunity
WeekendtobeheldSaturdayAugust18at9:00a.m.  ProceedswillbenefittheMiracleLeague
ofNorthamptonCounty.  TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprovetheevent.  

DISCUSSION

ColversaidtheBIPgroupisinterestedinhavinga5Kraceoncommunityweekend.   
ColversaidtheywouldrunoutofthepavilionnearMineLaneRoadtowardStonesCrossingand
SheridanDriveandruntotheTrestleinBethlehemTownshipandback.  Colversaidallthe
proceedswillgototheMiracleLeague.  ColversaidtheRecreationBoardapprovedtheconcept
attheirmeetinglastweek.  IfthisBoardisokaywiththeracewewillthengotoBethlehem
Townshipforapproval.  Colveraddedtherunwouldberainorshinewouldcost $20toregister
aheadoftimeanditwouldincludeat-shirtand $25thedayoftherace.  Colversaidwewould
alsoliketogetthekidsfromtheMiracleLeagueinvolvedandpossiblyhavethemdoashort
walkintheoppositedirectionoftherunonthebikepath.    

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyfour, theBoardapproved
addingthe5KracetocommunityweekendactivitiesonSaturday, August18, 2012at9:00a.m.   
LammiabstainedduetohispositionontheMiracleLeagueboard.  

7. WOODRIDGEFALLSSECURITYRELEASE

INFORMATION

ThePidcockCompanyandtownshipstaffarerecommendingareleaseof $679,861.71
fromtheimprovementssecuritiesfortheWoodridgeFallsIIIproject.  Thisreleasewillbe
distributedas $371,807.37fromtheLetterofCreditforWoodmontPalmerApartments, L.P. and
308,054.34fromtheLetterofCreditforPalmer, L.P.  TheBoardneedstoapprove/disapprove

thesecurityrelease.  

DISCUSSION

Lammiaskedwhentheplanwasapprovedtherewasdiscussionaboutthetieinofstorm
thwatersystemtoSouth25 Street.  Wheredoesthatstand?  Adamssaidhebelievesthelargepipe

wasinstalled.  Lammiaskedifwehavemoneyinescrowforthecompletion.  Carmansaidyes
wedo.  

OnmotionbyLammi, secondedbySmith, andagreedbyall, theBoardapprovedthe
releaseof $679,861.71fromtheimprovementssecuritiesfortheWoodridgeFallsIIIproject.   
Thisreleasewillbedistributedas $371,807.37fromtheLetterofCreditforWoodmontPalmer
Apartments, L.P. and $308,054.34fromtheLetterofCreditforPalmer, L.P.  

8. TPIENVIRONMENTALSECURITYRELEASE

INFORMATION

Afterholdingafinalinspection, ThePidcockCompanyandTownshipstaffis
recommendingtheterminationoftheletterofcreditintheamountof $30,734.00fortheTPI
Environmentalproject.  Thedeveloperhaspostedacheckintheamountof $5,500.00tosecure



BOARDOFSUPERVISORS PAGE4 JANUARY24, 2012

thecompletionofseeding, trees, andparkinglotmarkingandsignage.  TheBoardneedsto
approve/disapprovethesecurityrelease.  

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyLammi, secondedbySmith, andagreedbyall, theBoardapprovedthe
terminationoftheletterofcreditintheamountof $30,734.00fortheTPIEnvironmentalproject.    

9. PUBLICCOMMENT

None

10. REPORTS

TownshipSolicitor
BrunohadanextensionagreementforDr. Mittal’sprojectrequestinganextension
untilApril30, 2012tocompletetheirpublicimprovements.  OnmotionbyLammi,  
secondedbySmith, andagreedbyall, theBoardauthorizedtheChairmantosignthe
extensionrequest.    
BrunohadanextensionagreementforFineganFuneralHomerequestingan
extensionuntilApril30, 2012tocompletetheirpublicimprovements.   Onmotion
byPanella, secondedbyMitchell, andagreedbyall, theBoardauthorizedthe
Chairmantosigntheextensionrequest.    

BrunohadanextensionrequestfromEdwardMelhem, TownsatWilliamsStreet
project.  Brunosaidtheyarerequestinganextensionoftimetobeabletorecordtheir

Approvedin9/29/09extforoneyearuntil2013. plan.    LammiSmith
BrunohadanindemnificationholdharmlessagreementfortheFirstBaptistChurch
projectwithrespecttotheretainingwallontheproperty.  OnmotionbyPanella,  
secondedbyMitchellandagreedbyall, theBoardAuthorizedtheChairmantosign
theindemnificationagreement.  
BrunosaidhehadthesignedlanddevelopmentimprovementsagreementfromGary
StrausserregardingtheCVSplan.  BrunosaidtheBoardagreedatapreviousmeeting
todeletethevoluntarytrafficcontributionduetothesignificationworktheyhave
completedonarearoadways.  Brunosaidtheagreementisreadytobesignedand
initialedbythechange.  LammisaidheunderstandsPennDOTmaynowbe
questioningtherequirementforatrafficlight.  Carmansaidthatwouldbeonrelated
totheSheetzproject.  Colversaidhebelievesitwasprettyclearthatifalightis
requiredStrausserisresponsibleforputtinginalltherequirements.  Brunosaidif
PenndotisforcingthatissuewithhimandwemadethePennDOTstudyacondition
ofourapproval, Mr. Strausserwillprobablycometousatsometimeinthefuture.   
OnmotionbySmith, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyall, theBoardauthorized
theChairmantoinitialandsignthelanddevelopmentimprovementsagreement.  

TownshipManager
Christmanhadthreerealestateandthreepersonnelitemsforexecutivesession.  

PlanningDirector
CarmanaskediftherewereanycommentsregardingtheZoningHearingBoard
notice.  Therewerenone.  
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Carmanhadonerealestateitemforexecutivesession.  

PublicServicesDirector
Adamssaidthebikepathbidswereadvertised.    
Adamssaidthegasolineanddieselfuelbidswerealsoadvertised.  
Adamssaidwehaverequestedproposalsfromfourfencingcompaniesforthe
shootingrange.  AdamssaidthelowbidderisTriBoroughsat $16,643.85.  Adams
saidtheChiefisokaywiththeproposalandhewouldrecommendweproceedwith
awardingthejobsinceisitunderthe $18,500threshold.  Smithmadeamotion, itwas
secondedbyLammi, approvedawardingtheprojecttoTriBoroughsintheamountof
16,543.85.  Lamminotedtheprojectwouldbepaidwiththedrugforfeituremoney.   

Smithamendedhismotion, secondedbyLammi, anditwasapprovedbyall.  

PoliceChief
ChiefFretzreadapreparedstatementhesubmittedtotheBoardofSupervisorson
January23, 2012informingthemofhisintentiontoretireeffectiveApril1, 2012.   
FretzreviewedhiscareerthroughthedepartmentthatstartedSeptember1, 1970.  
Fretzsaidhestrivedtomakeavailabletothedepartmentthelatestequipmentand
technology.  FretzalsocommendedtheofficersofPalmerTownship.    

ColversaidonbehalfoftheBoardwewouldliketowishyouandyourfamilywell
andwewanttothankyouforallofyouryearsofservice; 41yearsisalongtimetodo
anything.  ColversaidwethankyounotonlyfromtheBoardbutfromtheresidentsof
PalmerTownshipandwishyouwellinyourretirement.  

Supervisors
Colversaidwedon’tmeetforanothertwoweeksandwhenwereceivedChiefFretz’s
letterweimmediatelycontactedthegroupthathasconductedpreviousjobsearches
forthetownship.  ColversaidwehaveacontractfromtheDavisonGroupwithanot
toexceedclauseof80hoursata $90anhourrate.  Colversaidinlightofthetiming
wedon’twanttowaittwoweeksforournextmeetingtogettheballrolling.  Mitchell
madeamotion, itwassecondedbyPanella, andagreedbyall, theBoardapproved
hiringtheDavisonGrouptoconductthejobsearchforPoliceChief.     

OnmotionbyMitchell, secondedbyPanella, andagreedbyall, themeetingwas
adjournedat8:00p.m. withthreepersonnelandfourrealestateitemsforexecutivesession.  

TheBoardreconvenedat9:14p.m.  LammimadeamotiontoauthorizetheTownship
ManagertoappearataJanuary26, 2012judicialsaletobidonpropertyparcelM9SW12512
withanottoexceedamountof $2,000, theappraisedvalueoftheproperty; andadjournedthe
meetingat9:15p.m., themotionwassecondedbySmith, andagreedbyall.  

Respectfullysubmitted,  

ChristopherS. Christman
TownshipManager


